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TA B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S INTRODUCTION
Since its founding in 1989, FIRST® has grown into a global network spanning more 
than 110 countries. As the world's leading youth robotics community, we empower 
young people to build a better world through STEM. 

Today, our programs are equipping the next generation with the skills, confidence, 
and curiosity to explore new frontiers — proving every student can get anywhere by 
starting with FIRST. 

Our mission took us deep beneath the surface with FIRST DIVESM presented by 
Qualcomm. Throughout the 2024–2025 season, participants around the world 
embraced discovery, innovation, and teamwork as they explored the wonders of the 
ocean and uncovered what’s possible when they dive deeper into STEM. Together, 
we uncovered insights that continue to strengthen our programs, expand access, 
and advance our mission. 

This year’s annual report reflects those discoveries with season 
highlights, impact data, and feature stories that show how, 
together, we’re helping young people chart their own 
course for the future.

This Annual Impact Report covers the period of July 1, 2024, to June 30, 2025.
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Laurie Leshin, Ph.D. 
is the chair of the FIRST 
Board of Directors

Chris Moore is the  
chief executive officer 
of FIRST

Every generation faces uncharted paths, but today’s young people are growing up in 
a world evolving faster than ever before. Through FIRST,® they’re not only learning to 
navigate change — they’re learning to drive it.

Since 1989, FIRST has helped students turn curiosity into capability. Our proven programs (see page 22) 
combine the thrill of competition with the foundations of science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM). 
In classrooms, workshops, and arenas across the globe, students collaborate to solve problems, take 
applied risks, and learn to fail safely in an environment that values persistence as much as success. 

Findings from the FIRST Longitudinal Impact Study (see page 6) show that participants significantly 
outperform their peers in long-term outcomes. Ten years after participation, 18 percent were in college, 
17 percent in graduate school, and 60 percent in the workforce, with college degree attainment rates near 
90 percent (far above the national average of roughly 55 percent). Participants were also roughly twice as 
likely as comparison students to show an increase in key STEM outcomes, including STEM interest, career 
interest, knowledge, activity, and identity.

This year’s season, FIRST DIVESM presented by Qualcomm, invited our community to look deeper, explore 
new challenges, and discover what’s possible when innovation meets imagination. With your support, more 
than 853,000 young people worldwide participated in FIRST this season — a 9 percent increase over last 
year — and countless more students, families, and community members experienced the excitement of 
this sport.

We also reached new audiences through storytelling that showcased our global impact. Our Get Anywhere 
campaign (see page 10), released in October 2024, celebrated how FIRST empowers young people to chart 
their own paths no matter where they lead. The March 2025 film premiere of “Rule Breakers” (see page 16), 
inspired by the FIRST “Afghan Dreamers” team, brought that message to screens worldwide — sharing a 
story of courage, innovation, and hope. In collaboration with FIRST® Global, LEGO® Education, and partners 
around the world, we continue working to bring the FIRST experience to students everywhere.

As we look to the horizon, our work continues to be guided by our four strategic priorities: fostering 
innovation, eliminating barriers to participation, amplifying global awareness, and building a sustainable 
organization. Together, these form the foundation of a future where every young person can discover their 
potential and use STEM to build a better world.

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Chris Moore, Chief Executive Officer
Laurie Leshin, Ph.D., Chair, FIRST Board of Directors
Dean Kamen, Founder

A NOTE FROM FIRST ® LEADERSHIP

Dean Kamen is the  
founder of FIRST
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PROVING THE 
FIRST THEORY 
OF CHANGE
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FIRST understands interest, rather than academic proficiency, is a greater predictor of 
children pursuing studies and careers in STEM fields. Our evidence-based programs use 
strategies known to increase student interest and engagement in STEM and develop holistic 
skills, such as teamwork, problem-solving, and communication. These approaches, along 
with the FIRST Core Values, all lead to sustained STEM interest, attitudes, and actions post-
high school, college, and into careers.

S T R AT E G I E S

STRATEGY

Hands-On Learning
Hands-on experiences go beyond 
robot-building. Students learn other 
critical skills as they participate in 
our programs.

STRATEGY

Teamwork With Real-World 
Relevance
Students collaborate as teams on 
thematic challenges relevant to their 
lives and the world around them.

STRATEGY

Career Exposure
FIRST helps bridge the gap from 
curiosity to career confidence, 
helping students discover new career 
opportunities across industries.

STRATEGY

Caring Mentors & Supporters
FIRST programs are powered by adult 
supporters who share knowledge, 
carry out the FIRST Core Values, and 
champion young people to think big.

STRATEGY

Celebratory Events
FIRST participants engage in 
culminating celebrations where 
students can showcase what 
they created and learned.

STRATEGY

FIRST Core Values
Teams learn to compete with integrity 
and kindness and to help others 
in need.
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A  S U I T E  O F  H A N D S - O N ,  S T E M  L E A R N I N G  P R O G R A M S

FIRST combines the rigor of STEM learning with the fun and excitement of traditional sports and the inspiration that comes from community. 
Participants benefit from a suite of programs that have a proven impact on learning, interest, and skill-building inside and outside of 
the classroom.

FIRST® LEGO® League introduces STEM to 
children through fun, exciting hands-on learning. 
Participants gain real-world problem-solving 
experiences through a guided, global robotics 
program using LEGO® technology, helping 
today’s students, families, and educators build 
a better future together. FIRST LEGO League’s 
three divisions inspire youth to experiment and 
grow their critical thinking, coding, and design 
skills and showcase what they learned.

Each January brings a new challenge for FIRST® 
Robotics Competition teams. Starting with a 
Kit of Parts, they design, program, and build 
industrial-sized robots to play an action-packed 
game on a themed field as part of a three-team 
alliance. Guided by mentors and sponsors, 
students learn engineering and problem-solving 
skills as they compete for awards, create a 
team identity, raise funds, hone teamwork 
skills, and advance appreciation for STEM in 
their community.

FIRST® Tech Challenge students work together 
with their mentors to design and build robots to 
compete in a dynamic and exciting challenge 
released every September. Teams program 
classroom-scale robots to follow autonomous 
commands before student drivers take control 
in two-on-two matches. On and off the field, 
students develop STEM skills, engage in 
community outreach, practice engineering 
innovation, and build confidence to help 
them succeed.

Spark Early 
STEM Curiosity
Ages 4-16; Grades PreK-8

Turn Ideas Into 
Innovation
Ages 12-18; Grades 7-12

Engineer the 
Future of STEM
Ages 14-18; Grades 9-12

Ages may vary by region.
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SOURCE: FIRST Longitudinal Study: 10-Year Final Report, Brandeis University, 2024
The study included 551 FIRST students and 371 comparison group students. The comparison group included students who did not participate 
in FIRST programs but were enrolled in science and math classes at the same schools. All students received a baseline survey and follow-up 
surveys each year. Overall, 72 percent of students remained in the study at year 10.

P R O V E N  S T E M  O U T C O M E S

From local classrooms to international competitions, FIRST transforms 
education and inspires the next generation of leaders. These results from the 
FIRST Longitudinal Study show the depth of our impact:

Key Findings: 10-Year FIRST Longitudinal Impact Study
Brandeis University’s unique, decade-long study followed FIRST participants and 
their peers over 10 years. The final report shows sustained FIRST impact, including 
increased STEM engagement, career interest, and college persistence among 
FIRST alumni.

	� STEM interest and attitudes transform into behaviors and actions beyond 
high school, where the majority of FIRST participants major in STEM. 

	� STEM-related gains are even more significant for female participants in FIRST 
than male participants, opening pathways into male-dominated fields. 

	� Early career indicators show FIRST participants are significantly more likely to 
be employed in a STEM field when compared with the national data set.

Read the full Longitudinal Impact Study at www.firstinspires.org/impact

$62,000

83%
of FIRST alumni pursue 

STEM majors by year four 
of college

51%
of female FIRST alumni 

declare a major in engineering 
or computer science by year 

four of college

63%
of FIRST alumni are 

currently employed in 
a STEM field

is the average salary of early career 
female FIRST alumni, compared 
with a $43,000 peer average

Charting A Course For The Future  09

https://www.firstinspires.org/impact


Launched by FIRST in October 2024, the “Get Anywhere” 
campaign was designed to reframe how students, parents, 
educators, and businesses think about STEM. The brand 
campaign translated these messages into storytelling 
efforts that elevated the importance of STEM education to 
a national audience, featuring FIRST founder Dean Kamen 
and FIRST alumni — including Sarah, Logan, and Erin — 
with roles in STEM career fields. 

The “Get Anywhere” campaign, which reached tens of 
millions, was recognized with two Telly Awards (Not-For- 
Profit and Education & Discovery categories) and six 
Anthem Awards (Art & Culture category).

STUDENTS WHO START WITH 
FIRST  GAIN THE SKILLS AND 
CONFIDENCE TO GET ANYWHERE
Gen Z is increasingly interested in STEM, but too many still lack the exposure, mentorship, 
and hands-on experiences that help them see a future in these careers. While 75 percent 
express interest in STEM, only 29 percent say STEM roles are their top career choice – a 
clear gap between curiosity and opportunity.

Misconceptions about STEM being narrow or only for highly specialized roles further 
discourage students from exploring programs that build the adaptable skills employers need 
today. Without access to these experiences, young people risk limiting their own potential in 
STEM and beyond.

How These FIRST Alumni Scored Their Dream Jobs – by Starting with FIRST
Introducing some outstanding FIRST alumni — successful leaders in product design, engineering, and 
innovation who exemplify the positive outcomes of FIRST programs. Their journeys highlight the range of 
opportunities FIRST can inspire, driving students to recognize their skills and envision exciting futures after 
high school. At a time when many young people are uncertain about their career paths, these alumni prove 
FIRST is a powerful solution — equipping students with the confidence, experience, and skills to get anywhere.

OUR “GET ANYWHERE” CAMPAIGN DROVE NEW AUDIENCES TO ENGAGE WITH FIRST 

41M+
media impressions

300K+
video views

2M+
social media impressions

BY THE NUMBERS
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“Some of the most important skills I learned from FIRST were the willingness and curiosity to 
learn. This not only helped me excel academically but also contributed to the success of my 
professional career as I branch into the agricultural technology side with John Deere.”

Sarah Heimlich, Senior Product Manager at 
John Deere
Sarah has been involved with FIRST for 20 
years, beginning as a student team member and 
later giving back as a mentor and coach. Her 
long-standing commitment to the organization 
reflects not only her passion for STEM but also 
her dedication to help the next generation of 
innovators thrive. 
Today, Sarah serves as a senior product manager 
at John Deere, a FIRST Strategic Partner, where 
she plays a key role in advancing agricultural 
technology. By applying the collaboration, 
problem-solving, and technical skills developed 
through FIRST, Sarah helps design and bring to 
life cutting-edge innovations like the autonomous 
tractor. This technology is transforming the way 
farmers and agriculturalists work and shaping the 
future of sustainable farming.
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Logan Hickox, Design Engineer II at Nike
Logan’s experiences with FIRST taught him 
the importance of creativity, collaboration, and 
perseverance — skills that have shaped his career 
path and remain central to his success today. 
Currently a design engineer at Nike’s renowned 
Bowerman Footwear Lab, Logan applies the 
lessons he learned through FIRST to push the 
boundaries of performance footwear. 
By blending engineering precision with imaginative 
design, he helps create innovative products worn 
by world-class athletes, including LeBron James 
and Serena Williams. Logan’s journey proves 
the skills gained through FIRST can translate to 
unexpected and extraordinary careers, influencing 
global culture, sports, and design.

“Above all, I think FIRST allows you to be yourself. It encourages positive growth and helps 
you get to that next step you want to achieve in life. Never in my wildest dreams would I 
have thought I’d be working at Nike World Headquarters.”

12  2025 FIRST® Annual Impact Report



Erin Mitchell, Commercial Avionics at RTX
Erin has been part of the FIRST community for 15 
years, beginning as a student team member before 
returning as a mentor and coach to help other young 
innovators discover their own potential. Through 
her FIRST experience, she developed a strong 
foundation in teamwork, problem-solving, and 
hands-on technical skills — all of which have served 
her career journey. 
Today, Erin works at RTX, a FIRST Strategic Partner, 
in commercial avionics, where she plays an 
important role in advancing technologies that ensure 
millions of people can experience safe air travel 
every day. By applying the skills cultivated through 
FIRST, Erin contributes to building systems that 
make modern air travel possible, reliable, and safe. 
Her story shows students how the lessons learned 
in FIRST can take flight into impactful careers that 
touch people’s lives all over the world.

“Joining FIRST really gave me a lot more exposure to what I could be when I grew up. My 
robotics coaches truly were the catalysts for me to say, ‘I think I can try anything.’ Through 
FIRST, I learned it was okay to be ambitious and to state my ambitions. People want you to 
be heard and they want you to feel valued.”

Learn more about 
FIRST alumni at 

firstinspires.org/alumni.
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IMPACT SPOTLIGHT:  
FIRST TEAMS ARE 
MAKING WAVES
Every year, our community shows that being part of FIRST is More Than Robots.® It’s about the growth you experience, the 
connections you build, and the positive change you help create in the world around you. 

From innovators, to dreamers, to “Rule Breakers,” our youth participants demonstrate what’s possible when STEM meets passion, 
inspiration, and empowerment. Real-life testaments to the FIRST ethos of Gracious Professionalism® and Coopertition,® each season 
FIRST participants and alumni remind us that teamwork is the greatest catalyst for change and innovation. 

These stories offer a glimpse of the powerful waves of positive change our community is creating.
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DIVING DEEP: 
THE ENERGY WIZARDS 
TAKE INNOVATION 
BENEATH THE SURFACE
During the 2024–2025 FIRST LEGO League 
SUBMERGEDSM season, Team 57531 “Energy 
Wizards” from Peoria, Illinois, consulted 
ocean experts to refine the details of their 
underwater innovation.

This team of young engineers developed the 
Underwater Sample Line (USL), designed to 
continuously send collected samples to a research 
vessel while a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) 
stays submerged and continues its mission. Using 
the existing tether between the research vessel 
and the ROV like a zip-line to bring samples to 
the surface more quickly could potentially save 
researchers significant time and money as they 
explore the vast expanse of what lies beneath the 
surface of the ocean.

The Energy Wizards have submitted an application 
to patent the Underwater Sample Line and are 
eager to continue this impactful work.

“I learned a lot 
through teamwork 

and FIRST Core Values, 
which we use in 
everyday life.”

— Tanishqa, an Energy Wizards student team member
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From building robots that captured headlines to developing low-cost ventilators 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the “Afghan Dreamers,” an all-girls FIRST 
Robotics Competition and FIRST Global Challenge team from Herat, Afghanistan, 
have become a symbol of innovation and persistence in the FIRST community 
and beyond. While their path was far from easy, their story remains a testament 
to the power of STEM education in shaping brighter futures. 
In March 2025, their journey reached the big screen – including more than 
2,000 theaters in the U.S. – with the release of “Rule Breakers,” a feature film 
inspired by the team’s pioneering spirit. Written and directed by Oscar and Emmy 
award winner, Bill Guttentag, and executive produced by the team’s founder, 
Roya Mahboob, the film offers a fictionalized account that blends the thrill and 
technical challenge of FIRST competitions with broader social and cultural 
realities the team had to overcome. 
The story follows Roya Mahboob (portrayed by Nikohl Boosheri) as she 
empowers a group of young Afghan girls to pursue science and technology. With 
limited resources and wavering support, Mahboob forms Afghanistan’s first all-
girls robotics team to compete on an international stage during the 2017 FIRST 
Global Challenge. As their success draws international media attention, it also 
brings public scrutiny — leading the team to lean on one another and the ethos of 
FIRST: Gracious Professionalism, teamwork, and innovation. 
Since its release, “Rule Breakers” has drawn widespread acclaim for its 
storytelling and honest portrayal of the obstacles girls face in STEM. The 
Hollywood Reporter called it, “inspirational in the best sense of the word,” 
applauding Guttentag’s thoughtful direction and the film’s well-timed release 
during Women’s History Month. The movie also received honors at the Justice 
Film Festival and recognition for its trailer in industry awards. 
For the FIRST community, “Rule Breakers” serves as a powerful reminder of 
what’s possible when young people are given the tools, mentorship, and platform 
to lead. The film exemplifies the heart of the FIRST mission: education access, 
global collaboration, and the belief that every student deserves the chance to 
build a better future. 

For streaming information, visit the Angel Studios website at 
www.angel.com/movies/rule-breakers. 

THEIR UNSTOPPABLE SPIRIT: 
“RULE BREAKERS” FILM 
CELEBRATES FIRST TEAM 
AFGHAN DREAMERS 

The Afghan Dreamers and their coach prepare for competition at the 2018 FIRST Championship 
with their FIRST Robotics Competition robot.
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Afghan Dreamers co-founder and mentor Roya Mahboob (back row, center) celebrates the “Rule Breakers” premiere alongside the 
film’s writers, producers, cast, and crew at the February 12 red carpet premiere event.

“inspirational in 
the best sense 
of the word.”

— The Hollywood Reporter 
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CONFIDENCE, COMMITMENT, AND CREATIVITY: 
THE JOURNEY OF TEAM HAMMERHEADS

“I’m pretty excited; I’m 
really confident in what 
we have [built]. I think 
we’re doing really well, 

and I believe in us.”
— Oliver, a Hammerheads student team member

FIRST LEGO League Team 61723 “Hammerheads” know a thing or two about perseverance and determination. 
Based out of Ron Joyce Children’s Healthcare in Ontario, Canada, these students push the limits every season, 
inspired to outdo themselves year after year. What are they most proud of? Their consistency, confidence, and 
commitment.

“For many of these kids, FIRST is their only opportunity to be on a competitive team. And one of the reasons 
they are so competitive is because they know that if they fail and get back up and try again, they’ll come out 
on the other side and succeed,” said Mike Berube, team mentor for the Hammerheads.
Founded by a clinical leader for Hamilton Health Sciences’ developmental pediatrics and rehabilitation 
program, Lindsay Bray, the intention behind Team Hammerheads was to provide the students with a fun and 
exciting challenge that they hadn’t experienced before. When selecting FIRST as the STEAM program for her 
young patients, Bray focused on finding programming that would positively shape their futures, believing that 
hands-on STEM learning could inspire them to pursue exciting careers.
The team members of Hammerheads embrace the time and effort it takes to master STEM concepts, 
understanding the value of applying FIRST-learned skills to real-world challenges. Parents and coaches alike 
have praised Team Hammerheads’ dedication, noting that their love of competition drives them to push 
forward through any hurdles. What stands out most in each team member is their confidence in their hard 
work and what they can achieve.
“I’m pretty excited; I’m really confident in what we have [built],” said team member, Oliver. “I think we’re doing 
really well, and I believe in us.”
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FIRST Robotics Competition Team 5985 “Project Bucephalus” from Wollongong, 
New South Wales, Australia, won the FIRST Impact Award at the 2025 FIRST 
Championship. The team exemplifies how FIRST programs can strengthen 
communities by making STEM opportunities more available in meaningful, 
locally-driven ways.
Project Bucephalus delivers on the team’s mission to “Create Opportunity, 
Transform the Community.” For a decade, this team has run a formal “Teaching 
Program,” traveling long distances weekly to deliver robotics classes to hundreds 
of students, many of whom face barriers to learning. Their “Unstoppable” 
initiative uses FIRST to help young people regain confidence, re-engage 
academically, and explore future pathways. Their work has sparked lasting 
growth of FIRST programs across the Wollongong region.

FIRST Tech Challenge Team 18139 “Rebel Robotics” from Norfolk, Nebraska, 
received the 2025 FIRST Championship Inspire Award, which recognizes 
excellence in teamwork, robot design, and community outreach in FIRST 
Tech Challenge. 
By creating a vision system that seamlessly integrates hardware and software, 
Rebel Robotics overcame the game challenge of precision versus speed. The 
team’s comprehensive playbook motivates students, coaches, and mentors, 
creating a pipeline of future engineers throughout Nebraska. Through their 
genuine passion and tireless efforts, team members spread the love of FIRST 
across their state, truly inspiring everyone they encounter. Rebel Robotics was 
invited to represent the U.S. at the FIRST Global Challenge in October 2025. 

Project Bucephalus delivers on the 
team’s mission to “Create Opportunity, 

Transform the Community.”

Through their genuine passion and 
tireless efforts, the team members 

spread the love of FIRST.

We get more of what we celebrate. To encourage FIRST teams to be More Than Robots, FIRST awards its highest honors to teams that go 
above and beyond building a robot for the game field. These judged awards are given to teams that serve as role models for others and help 
advance the mission of FIRST.

MORE THAN ROBOTS: CELEBRATING TEAMS THAT IMPACT AND INSPIRE
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FIRST DIVESM PRESENTED BY QUALCOMM
Our 2024-2025 season 
theme, FIRST® DIVESM 
presented by Qualcomm, 
explored life beneath the 
surface of the ocean and 
encouraged our global 
youth participants to 
uncover their potential 
to strengthen their 
communities and innovate 
for a better world. The 
season’s program 
challenges inspired FIRST 
teams to be curious and 
creative problem-solvers 
and build skills as they 
worked together to create 
innovative solutions 
through robotics.

493,000+
volunteer, mentor, and educator roles

39 million+
volunteer, mentor, and educator hours

114
countries with
FIRST programs

853,000+
students impacted

5,400+
official FIRST events

A  S E A S O N  I N 
N U M B E R S
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FIRST grew the number of young people the 
organization serves annually with life-changing 
robotics programs; overall youth participation 

was up 9% from the 2023-2024 season.

FIRST continued to influence culture as the 
leader in youth robotics, with appearances in 
media outlets such as Good Morning America, 
TODAY, Forbes, FastCompany, and Parents.com; 

and significant growth on social media:  
@first_official_ is now one of the top 5% most-

followed Instagram accounts globally.

FIRST awarded five outstanding community 
organizations with STEM Community Innovation 

Grants, a competitive annual program that has 
granted more than $3 million to community 

leaders since 2016 to develop innovative 
approaches to close the STEM education gap.

Global healthcare technology company 
Medtronic, a FIRST sponsor since 2006, 
grew its support by becoming a FIRST 

Strategic Partner to expand opportunities 
in robotics to all students through FIRST.

FIRST continued efforts to lower barriers to 
participation by developing educator and 
facilitator resources to support program 

implementation, including a free Grades 7-12 
Robotic Engineering Exploration Curriculum.

FIRST celebrated key community milestone 
moments during the 2024-2025 season, including:
•	 Walk Like Woodie Day (October 11, 2024), 

a day we honor the late Dr. Woodie Flowers, 
who helped establish the ethos of FIRST by 
coining the term Gracious Professionalism and 
nurturing its meaning in his every action.

•	 36 Years of FIRST (March 20, 2025), when we 
marked the anniversary of our organization’s 
founding with a new video sharing founder 
Dean Kamen’s legacy of innovation.

•	 FIRST Signing Day (May 20, 2025), a day to 
recognize high school seniors graduating in 
2025 by sharing congratulations and next 
steps of the FIRST alumni, whether education, 
enlistment, employment, or entrepreneurship.

S E A S O N  H I G H L I G H T S
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FIRST ® LEGO® LEAGUE
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A G E S  4 -16  (G R A D E S  Pre K- 8)

650,000+
students in 77 countries explored 
STEM concepts and gained real-

world problem-solving experiences 
through FIRST LEGO League. 

95%

of FIRST LEGO League Challenge 
coaches indicated* students increased 

their confidence in approaching 
problems in math and science.

76,000+  
Discover students

213,000+ 
Explore students

360,000+  
Challenge students

To commemorate the SUBMERGED season, hundreds of teams made a splash at several multinational 
FIRST LEGO League Open Events around the world. At the FIRST LEGO League Open Africa 
Championship, 80 teams representing 39 countries came together in Cape Town, South Africa, from 
May 7-9, 2025, making waves with their creativity, innovation, and lots of Gracious Professionalism.

Ages may vary by region.

In FIRST LEGO League’s SUBMERGED,SM preK-8 participants explored the layers 
of the ocean, then put their STEM and collaboration skills to work to imagine and 
innovate. Younger students built a LEGO® model exploring ocean habitats, animals, 
vehicles, and places where research can be conducted and tracked what they 
learned, and some teams used code to bring their model to life. Upper-grade teams 
learned about how and why people explore the oceans and developed creative 
solutions related to the theme. They also identified a mission strategy and designed, 
created, and coded a robot to complete missions for the Robot Game.

Spotlight

* Source: 2025 FIRST LEGO League Challenge end-of-season surveys

Season Participation
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FIRST ® TECH CHALLENGE
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A G E S  12 -18  (G R A D E S  7-12)

This season, FIRST Tech Challenge teams used their STEM and collaboration skills 
to explore the complex ecosystems in the depths of the ocean in INTO THE DEEPSM 
presented by RTX. Teams designed, built, programmed, and operated robots to compete 
in an ocean-themed two-on-two challenge. Over two-and-a-half minutes of game play 
with autonomous and driver-controlled sections, alliances competed to earn points 
by collecting and sorting samples into baskets, creating specimens, driving into the 
observation zones, and climbing the rungs of the submersible to ascend out of the deep. 

This season, FIRST Tech Challenge piloted a new event type, with eight Premier Events hosted April-July, 
offering over 360 additional advancement opportunities for FIRST Tech Challenge teams to attend 
multinational events from their Regional Championships. At the European Premier Event, 98 teams 
representing 27 countries competed in Eindhoven, Netherlands, from July 1-5, 2025. Premier Events will 
continue next season.

Spotlight

Season Participation

109,000+
students in 81 countries developed STEM skills, 

practiced engineering principles, and explored the 
value of teamwork through FIRST Tech Challenge. 

97%

of FIRST Tech Challenge students say* they learned 
to persevere despite challenges or barriers.

* Source: 2025 FIRST Tech Challenge end-of-season survey

Ages may vary by region.
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https://www.firstinspires.org/resources/library/ftc/premier-events
https://community.firstinspires.org/first-tech-challenge-european-premier-event-where-innovation-takes-the-stage


FIRST ® ROBOTICS COMPETITION
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A G E S  14 -18  (G R A D E S  9 -12)

In REEFSCAPESM presented by Haas, teams used their engineering skills to strengthen 
one of the ocean’s most diverse habitats and make waves to build a better world. During 
game play, two competing alliances were invited to score coral, harvest algae, and attach 
to the barge before time ran out. Alliances earned additional rewards for meeting specific 
scoring thresholds and for cooperating with their opponents. 

FIRST founder Dean Kamen and YouTube creator and engineer Mark Rober filmed a video tour of 
Rober’s CrunchLabs showcasing the fun of innovating. The video aired during the REEFSCAPE season 
Kickoff at more than 160 live Kickoff events around the world on January 4, 2025.

Spotlight

Season Participation

93,000+
students in 35 countries unlocked real-world 
engineering concepts, self-confidence, and 

workforce skills in FIRST Robotics Competition. 

92%

of FIRST Robotics Competition students say* they 
increased their problem-solving skills.

Ages may vary by region.

* Source: 2025 FIRST Robotics Competition end-of-season survey
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https://youtu.be/YNyzrkLxAtA?si=bmXmDxkk-hdmbPsp&t=911


50,000+
attendees

19,000+
student competitors

1,300+
event volunteers

66
countries 

represented

1,056
FIRST teams

The 2025 FIRST Championship presented by BAE Systems brought together more than 
50,000 students, mentors, volunteers, and supporters from 66 countries to celebrate 
innovation and collaboration. Across multiple days of competition in April at Houston’s 
George R. Brown Convention Center, more than 1,000 FIRST robotics teams demonstrated 
the power of STEM to unite and inspire. 

2 0 2 5  F I R S T  C H A M P I O N S H I P  P R E S E N T E D  B Y  B A E  S Y S T E M S  H I G H L I G H T S

FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP SHOWCASES 
A SEA OF STUDENT STEM TALENT

28  2025 FIRST® Annual Impact Report



Thank you to our 2025 
FIRST Championship 
sponsors who appear on 
page 40 of this report.

The Gene Haas 
Foundation was the 
recipient of the Founder’s 
Award, presented each 
year by FIRST founder 
Dean Kamen to one 
organization or individual 
for exceptional service 
in advancing the ideals 
and mission of FIRST. 

“FIRST has brought competitive youth robotics to 
life for 36 years, transforming it into the only sport 
where every kid can go pro. The life-changing 
impact of FIRST has been on display all week at 
FIRST Championship. From their heart-pounding 
matches on the fields to inspiring displays of 
innovation and teamwork, our participants are 
building the network and the skills needed to take 
them anywhere they want to go in their career.”
 – Chris Moore, CEO, FIRST

	 Chris Moore, chief executive officer of FIRST, tours 
the pits to connect with students, volunteers, and 
supporters and see the creativity and dedication 
behind their work.

“At BAE Systems, we believe in empowering the next 
generation of innovators to take on the world’s most 
pressing challenges. The 2025 FIRST Championship 
was a celebration of the ingenuity, teamwork, and 
determination that will define the leaders and 
problem-solvers of tomorrow. We are honored to 
support this extraordinary event and the students 
whose talents and ideas are shaping a brighter future.”
 – Tom Arseneault, president and CEO, BAE Systems, Inc.
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Our sponsors, suppliers, donors, and other contributors are the steady current moving FIRST and its global impact forward. Their generosity 
fuels our programs, expands access, and empowers young people to navigate their own paths with confidence. We are deeply grateful for the 
supporters recognized in these pages, each anchoring our mission and helping young people reach new horizons through FIRST.

2024-2025 STRATEGIC PARTNERS

SPONSORS AND CONTRIBUTORS
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FIRST FOUNDING SPONSORS

CORPORATIONS 
& FOUNDATIONS 
$1,000,000+
Apple 

Apple Matching Gifts 
The Argosy Foundation
BAE Systems, Inc. 

BAE Systems, Inc. Matching Gifts 
The Boeing Company 

The Boeing Company 
Matching Gifts 

DoD STEM
Gene Haas Foundation 
Google.org 
The LEGO Foundation
National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) 
Qualcomm Incorporated 

Qualcomm Matching Gifts  
Rockwell Automation, Inc.
RTX  

RTX Matching Gifts 

$250,000 – $999,999
The 3M Company
Altice USA
Aptiv Foundation
Bechtel Group Foundation
Bosch Community Fund
Caterpillar, Inc. 

Caterpillar, Inc. Matching Gifts 
Comcast NBCUniversal 

Comcast NBCUniversal 
Matching Gifts 

DEKA Foundation
Dow
General Motors Company 

General Motors Company 
Matching Gifts 

Houston First Corporation
Intuitive Foundation 

Intuitive Foundation 
Matching Gifts 

John Deere 
John Deere Matching Gifts 

Lockheed Martin Corporation
Medtronic, Inc.
Molex
Motorola Solutions Foundation
Mouser Electronics, Inc.
Novelis Inc.
Schneider Electric North 

America Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
TE Connectivity

Up to $249,999
3D Systems
AAON, Inc.
ABB Inc.
Abbott Laboratories 

Abbott Laboratories 
Matching Gifts 

Achievers
ADCO Manufacturing
AECOM
Aegon Transamerica
The Aerospace Corporation
Allison Transmission 

Allison Transmission 
Matching Gifts 

Alpha Omega Epsilon 
Alpha Omega Epsilon Psi Chapter
Altair
AMD 

AMD Matching Gifts 

American Camp Association
American Crystal Sugar Company 
American Endowment Foundation 
American Express 

American Express Matching Gifts 

Analog Devices, Inc. (ADI) 
Analog Devices, Inc. (ADI) 
Matching Gifts 

AndyMark, Inc.
Anglican Community Foundation
Aramco
Arco Murray Charitable Corporation
Arconic Foundation
Arconic Tennessee Operations
Argus Media
Arm, Inc.
Arrow Electronics
Ascent Resources, LLC
ASML
AT&T, Inc. 

AT&T, Inc. Matching Gifts 

Automation Inc.
Avella Area School District
B&G Foods, Inc.
Ball Corporation 

Ball Corporation Matching Gifts 

The Bama Companies
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation, Inc. 
Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. Matching Gifts 

Barr Engineering
Baxter International Foundation
BBA
Beachwood Equipment Corp.
Bechtel Corporation
Bechtel National Inc.

Becton Dickinson
Belcan, LLC
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Best Buy Co., Inc.
Black Iron Creative 

In memory of Jim Hopkins
Blattner Company
Bloomberg Philanthropies 

Bloomberg Philanthropies 
Matching Gifts 

Blue Origin
BlueForge Alliance for 

BuildSubmarines.com
BNY Mellon
Booz Allen Hamilton, Inc. 

Booz Allen Hamilton, Inc. 
Matching Gifts 

Boston Scientific Corporation
Bridgeview Business Services LLC 

In honor of AspenCore, LLC
Bright Funds Foundation
Bronco Foundation
Brookfield Renewable
Bryce Corp.
Buena Vista University
Butler Tech
Calwell Luce diTrapano PLLC 

In honor of Carl Simpkins II
Capricorn Investment Group
Carrier 

Carrier Matching Gifts 

Cartier Insurance
Caterpillar Foundation 

Caterpillar Foundation 
Matching Gifts 

Cedar Falls Tourism and Visitors Bureau
Cedar Falls Utilities
CEDIA
CentraCare
Central McGowan
Cetek Inc.
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Charles Schwab 

Charles Schwab Matching Gifts 

Chevron Corporation 
Chevron Corporation 
Matching Gifts 

The Chickasaw Nation
Ciena 

Ciena Matching Gifts 

Cisco Systems, Inc. 
Cisco Systems, Inc. Matching Gifts 

Citizens Bank
Citizens Charitable Foundation
City National Bank 

City National Bank Matching Gifts 

Claro Enterprise Solutions

Classy Bucket 
In honor of Tony ’T Social’ Ruberto

Cleveland Cliffs
Cleveland State University
The Coca-Cola Company
College of Saint Benedict and 

Saint John’s University
The Community Foundation
Consolidated Edison Company 

of New York, Inc.
Corning Incorporated 

Corning Incorporated 
Matching Gifts 

Cosmic Nxws LLC
Costco Wholesale
Crowd Favorite
Cruise Automation
CrunchLabs (Mark Rober)
Cybergrant/Nasdaq 

Cybergrant/Nasdaq Matching Gifts 

Cybergrants SPV
Daffy Charitable Fund
DAFgiving360
DCU for Kids
DE Design Works
Dell, Inc. 

Dell, Inc. Matching Gifts  
Dell Technologies
Delta ModTech
Demand Electric, Inc.
DigiKey
DISTek Integration, Inc.
DonorsChoose.org
Draper Laboratory 

Draper Laboratory Matching Gifts 

DTE Energy 
DTE Energy Matching Gifts 

Dunwoody College of Technology
EBAD
Eden Roc Sciences LLC
Elektrisola, Inc.
Emerson Charitable Trust
Enbridge Energy Partners
Enbridge, Inc. 

Enbridge, Inc. Matching Gifts 

Ethyl & Tank LLC
every.org
Experience Waterloo 
Express Employment Professionals
F5 Networks 

F5 Networks Matching Gifts 

FactSet
FairCom Corporation
FedEx Corporation
Fidelity Investments
Fine Designs, Inc.
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First Commerce Credit Union
Fisher Global Foundation
Florida Power & Light Company
Ford Motor Company
Fortive
Franklin Philanthropic Foundation
Freestyle
Garver Gives
GE Aerospace
GE Aerospace Research
GE HealthCare 

GE HealthCare Matching Gifts 

General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems Inc.

General Dynamics Information Technology
Genesys
Genevieve Fund
Genuine Parts Company
Gilkison Foundation
GitHub, Inc. 

GitHub, Inc. Matching Gifts 

Give Lively Foundation, Inc.
The Giving Block
Global Foundries
Good Today 
GoodCoin Giving Fund
The Gooden Group, Inc.
Google Inc. 

Google Inc. Matching Gifts 

City of Grand Forks North Dakota 
Granite
Granite United Way
Greater Cincinnati Foundation 

Greater Cincinnati Foundation 
Matching Gifts  

Greater Horizons
GSD&M/United States Space Force
Hartel’s
Hawkeye Community College
HBK Engineering LLC
Hecla Greens Creek Mining Company
Heed Health
The Leona M. and Harry B. 

Helmsley Charitable Trust
Hewlett-Packard Company 

Hewlett-Packard Company 
Matching Gifts 

Honeywell International Inc.
Howard Family Foundation
Howmet Aerospace Foundation
HR Compensation Consultants, LLC
HRP Associates 
The Hubbell Foundation
Hudson Valley Community College
Hyland Software 

Hyland Software Matching Gifts 

IBM Corporation 
IBM Corporation Matching Gifts 

Ideas Manufacturing
Impact Assets
Infinite Wealth Strategies LLC
Infor
ING Financial Services 

ING Financial Services 
Matching Gifts 

Intel Foundation 
Intel Foundation Matching Gifts 

International Motors, LLC 
International Paper
ITW Foundation
Jabil Cares Foundation
Jackson Community Foundation 

(Dream Maker Fund) 
Jackson National Life Insurance 

Jackson National Life 
Insurance Matching Gifts 

Jemanar LLC, DBA Big Frog of Plymouth
Jewish Community Foundation 

San Diego
Jewish Federation of 

Northern New Jersey
Johnson & Johnson Family of 

Companies 
Johnson & Johnson Family of 
Companies Matching Gifts 

Johnson Controls, Inc. 
Johnson Controls, Inc. 
Matching Gifts 

Johnson Insurance Consultants
Jones Bujold Blair Wealth Group
JPMorgan Chase Bank 
JPMorgan Chase – Oklahoma
Katalyst Space Technologies, LLC
KCNG
Kitestring
KLA 

KLA Matching Gifts 

Knowledge Based Systems
L3Harris Technologies 

L3Harris Technologies 
Matching Gifts 

Lake Superior College
Lakeside Foundation
Lear Corporation
LED Robotics
LEGO Education
Leidos, Inc.
Leighty Fund of the Community 

Foundation of Northeast Iowa
Leon County Tourism (Visit Tallahassee)
LexisNexis 

LexisNexis Matching Gifts 

LexisNexis Risk 
LexisNexis Risk Matching Gifts 

Lilliput
Limerick Lane Cellars
Lollipop Labs
Loras College
MAGNET The Manufacturing 

Advocacy & Growth Network
Marvin Windows
Mattlin Foundation
R J. McElroy Trust 
The Merck Foundation c/o 

Cybergrants Inc.
Merritt Business Solutions
Merritt Group
Microsoft 

Microsoft Matching Gifts 

Microsoft Giving Campaign
MidAmerican Energy Foundation
The Midnight Ostrich Runners
Mill
Minnesota Power Foundation
Minnesota Touchstone Energy
Mitsubishi Electric America Foundation
Mon Valley Mammoths Inc.
Morgan Stanley Gift 
Morrie’s Onalaska Chevrolet
Moss Adams 

Moss Adams Matching Gifts 

MPECU – Minnesota Power 
Employees Credit Union

MVP Health Systems
my529
N-able
NASA Glenn Research Center 
The Nation of Artists
National Charitable Services
National Defense Industrial 

Association (NDIA) 
National Grid
Navitend
Nekera Travel Agency
Network For Good
The New York Community Trust
New York State Energy Research & 

Development Authority (NYSERDA)
NewAI Classes
NextEra Energy
NI
NOKIA
Nordson Corporation
North Dakota State University 
North East Precision CNC
Northrop Grumman Corporation 

Northrop Grumman Corporation 
Matching Gifts 

nVent Management Company 
nVent Management Company 
Matching Gifts 

OCAST
Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission
Oklahoma Gas & Electric (OG&E) 
Oklahoma State University
Oklahoma State University 

College of Engineering
Okta 

Okta Matching Gifts 

One Firefly 
onsemi
Oracle Corporation 

Oracle Corporation Matching Gifts 

Oracle Foundation
Orange & Rockland 
Orange County Florida
ORAU – Oak Ridge Associated 

Universities
Oregon Community Foundation
Otis Elevator Company
Palo Alto Networks 

Palo Alto Networks Matching Gifts 

Panasonic
Parker Hannifin Corporation
PayPal
Pentair Foundation
Perficient, Inc.
Pfizer Inc. 

Pfizer Inc. Matching Gifts 

PG&E Company 
PG&E Company Matching Gifts 

Phillips 66
Picatinny Arsenal
Pilot Company
PINX Catering
PMMI – Association for Packaging 

and Processing Technologies
PNC Bank
Pontchartrain Center
Power/mation
PPG Foundation
Presbyterian Health Foundation
PROG Foundation
Programming Electronics Academy 

In honor of Christiane Kuniyoshi 
In honor of Hank Brinlee 
In honor of Daniel Pantillie 
In honor of J.D. Parker 
In honor of Antony Capazorio 
In honor of Bob Simmonds 
In honor of Jan Bakker 
In honor of Javier Sanchez 
In honor of Ashutosh Daschaudhury

Progressive Casualty 
Insurance Company

PTC, Inc.
PwC
QuEra
Renaissance Charitable Foundation

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rockbank Property Pty Ltd.
Rockwell Spark 

Rockwell Spark Matching Gifts 

S&P Global 
S&P Global Matching Gifts 

St. Ambrose University
St. Louis Community 

College Foundation 
Salesforce.com
Sanford Health
Schoeneckers, Inc.
The Schwartz Group, Inc.
SCTE Rocky Mountain Chapter
SCTE Shasta Rogue Chapter
Searcy AR, A&P Commission
Searcy High School
Semiconductor Research Corporation
Sevierville Office of Chamber/

Visitor’s Bureau
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Sharyland Independent School District
Shift 4
Sierra Lobo
Sigma Phi Delta Beta – Omicron Chapter
Silver Pines Academy
SISU Energy & Environmental, LLC
Sony Corporation of America
SpaceX
Stantec
Starbucks 

Starbucks Matching Gifts 

Steadfast Broadband Inc.
Stiles-Nicholson Foundation
Stripe
Swagelok
Synteq Digital 

In honor of Benjamin Haupt
Takeda Pharmaceuticals USA
Tallahassee LEGO Robotics Club, Inc.
Target
TBC Corporation
Technical Society of Knoxville
TEL Manufacturing and 

Engineering of America
Tennessee Valley Robotics (TVR)
TerraForm Power
Texas Instruments Incorporated
TIDI Products
The Timken Company
TKDA
Triangle STEM Fraternity
Tricentis
Tripadvisor LLC 

Tripadvisor LLC Matching Gifts 

True North Equipment

Turner Construction Company
Twitch
UK Online Giving Foundation
UL Solutions
United Charitable 
United Parcel Service of America, Inc. (UPS) 

United Parcel Service of America, Inc. 
(UPS) Matching Gifts  

United Services Automobile Association 
United Services Automobile 
Association Matching Gifts  

United States Air Force 
United States Air Force – Arkansas 
United States Army 
United States Navy 
United Therapeutics Corporation
United Way of Central New Mexico 
United Way Suncoast
UnitedHealth Group 

UnitedHealth Group Matching Gifts 

University at Albany, State 
University of New York 

University of California, Davis
University of Central Florida 
University of Dubuque
University of Minnesota College 

of Science & Engineering
University of North Dakota 
University of Northern Iowa
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust 

In honor of Walker Petty 
UT Institute for Advanced 

Materials & Manufacturing
Utah STEM Action Center 
Utah Tech University
Valmet
Vanguard
Vanguard Charitable 

Endowment Program
Verizon Communications, Inc. 

Verizon Communications, Inc. 
Matching Gifts 

Verizon Foundation
The VGM Group
Viking Pump, Inc.
Visit Duluth 
Visit Fresno 
Visit Greater Grand Forks 
Visit Greater St. Cloud 
VML
Walt Disney Company
Walt Disney Imagineering
Walt Disney Parks and Resorts
Walt Disney Worldwide Services, Inc. 

Walt Disney Worldwide Services, 
Inc. Matching Gifts  

State of Washington
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Wealth Management Group 
In honor of Edwin Rivera

Whapps, LLC
Winnebago Industries Foundation
Anne Wojcicki Foundation
Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C.
Wolfspeed
Woodforest Bank
Xcel Energy Foundation 

Xcel Energy Foundation 
Matching Gifts 

Xerox Corporation
Y-12
Yockey Giving Fund
YourCause, LLC
Z.A.P. Manufacturing, Inc.
Zebra Technologies Corporation
Zelis Healthcare 

Zelis Healthcare Matching Gifts 

Zurn Foundation 
Zurn Foundation Matching Gifts 

INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS & FAMILY 
FOUNDATIONS 
$100,000+
Bezos Family Foundation
Mike & Jackie Bezos 
Cole Larson Giving Fund
Overdeck Family Foundation
Siegel Family Endowment ■
Fikret Yuksel Foundation

$25,000 - $99,999
John Abele ●
Lawrence & Tami Cohen 
Louderback Family Foundation
James Scapa ■
David Wentz 
Josh Weston ✱ 

$5,000 - $24,999
Eli Atkins Giving Fund
Donald  ■ & Susan Bossi 
Don Brown 
Don Bulens 
Mickey Clagg 
Peter Diamandis 
Arthur Espe
Christopher Faconti
Walt Havenstein ●
Charles Hazlehurst Moura 

Family Foundation

Hoveida Family Foundation
Paul Jacobs  ■
Haiming Jin
John & Maryann Karlen 
John Kissell 
Mark Larson & Tina Cole 
Laurie Leshin  ■
Andrew Lewis 
The Lozick Family Foundation
Scott Mckay  ■
Laura Milani 
William Miskoe 
Rey More 
Christine Morgan 
Katy Muhlrad
Kevin Murai
Michael Muse
The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. 

Norris Foundation
Kelly  ■ & Valerie Ortberg 
Woodley Preucil
Guillaume Sabran
Jaqui E. Safra & Jean Doumanian 

Jaqui E. Safra & Jean 
Doumanian Matching Gifts 

Kevin Self 
Rosemarie Shield
Weiya Song
Greg ◆ & Lily Stanton Marra 
Diane Tooker
Robert  ■ & Lynn Tuttle
Paul & Judy Ulland 
William Ray Valentine 
James & Miriam Weinstein 
Vincent  ■ & Jean Wilczynski 
Dantaya Williams  ■
Zink Family Foundation

Up to $4,999
Jonathan Abboud
Patricia Abdalla
Redmond Abutin 
Sarah Acker
George H. Ackley
Tom Adams 

In honor of Ronald B. Adams
David Adler
Mark Adler
Ashish Agarkar
Vaishali Agharkar 
Jayen Agrawal
Victor Aguayo
Chris Aguilar
Alek Ahrens
Lama Aldeeb

Joseph Alejo
Stephen Alessandro
Eugene & Darlene Allen 

In honor of James Whitcraft
Terri Almas
Luis Alonso
Rocco Altier
James Alvarado
Ariana Alvarez
Christopher Alvarez
James Amodio
Stephen Amorosi
Jon Amos
Casey Anderson
Corey Anderson
Dusty Anderson 
Eric Anderson 
Jeffrey Anderson 
Kristen Elise Anderson
Kristin Anderson 
Mercedes Anderson
Sarah Anderson
Paul Andres 
Walter Andruszko 
Elaine Anselm
Adolfo Apolloni 
Philip Aponte 
Jeffrey Appell 
Antony Aquino
Jennifer Archer
Ana Arias
Raul Armenta
Margaret Armstrong 
Leslie Arnold
Prasad Aryamane ◆

Marcy Ashland
Amy Atkins
Dana Aucoin 
George Auyeung
Zelalem Aweke
Daniel Ayala
Michael Ayotte
Colton Badock 

In honor of Rob Hollis
Jessica Bahr ◆
Laura Baker
Randall Baker
Kimberly Bal
Madhu Balaji
Emily Ballinger
Philip Baltar ◆
Bindu Bandlamudi
Katherine Barbrey ◆

Barkann Family Healing 
Hearts Foundation

Aaron Bartholomay 
Terecille Basa-Ong
Randall Basinger 
Henry Bass
Deborah Battles
Tonya Beard
McKenna Beaton
Aaron Becker ◆ 

In memory of Charles E. Becker
Deborah Begley 
Henoke Berhanu
Ethan Berman
Donna Bernardon 
Robert Berndt
Denise Bernier 

In honor of Anna Minor
Julia Berry 
Marla Berry
Ric Bertolotti
Angelique Beudot 

In honor of John Kearney
Christa Beukema 

In honor of George Kravchenko
Chidambara Bhaskara
Sourav Bhattacharjee ◆

Faith Bianchi
Philip Billings 
Alexander Bink
Brian Binovsky
Anitej Biradar ◆
Lori Birch 
Jude Bissy
Michelle Blackstone
Brooke Blew 
John Blomquist 
Helen Bogart
Stephen Bohm
Sheryl Boller 
Faith Bongiorno
Jeremy Bordes
Jacquelynn Borgmann
Michael Boroden
Darin Bowe 
Amy Bowers 
Natasha Bowers
John Brandow 
Jeff Braun 
Sophia Breehne
Natasha Brenner
Rodney Brittner
Trenee Brooks
Brown Family Giving Fund 
Laura Brown
Lucas Brown 
Morgan Brown 

“Love the FIRST 
mission. I’ve 

obtained skills that 
have followed me 
into my profession 

— pharmacy. Thank 
you, FIRST!”
– FIRST alum and donor
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Rachel Brown
Melissa Bruneau 
Jessica Buday 
Christopher Bui 
Quan Bui
Michael Buker
Terrell Burch 
Matthew Burke 
Meylin Burridge
Madeline Burris ◆

Jeffrey Cadman 
Kevin Cairns 

In memory of Steve Jakubiec
Zachary Caldarola 
Kirsten Caldwell
Donald Callan 
Marietta Cameron
Omar Campos
Jaihui Cao
Jazmin Capezza
Joseph Caraccio
Fernanda Carbonari
Zayden Cardinal ◆
Gilbert Cardona
Neil Carlson 
Daniel Cartoon 
Anthony Casieri
Mary Alice Castello
Michael Castiglia
Jennifer Castillo
Christopher Caufield 
Jason Causey 

In memory of Carl Simpkins
Stephanie Ceccherini
Christina Celadita
David Cemer
Michael Chabinyc 
Yuting Chai
Thomas Chan 
Melanie Chang 
Terry Chang & Bryant Wu
William Chapman 
Nikolas Charos 
Arun Chawan
Alicia Chea-Junga
Antoinette Cheek  

In memory of Anthony & Edna King
Michael Cheich  

In honor of Simon Hare
Yueh-Ting Chen
LingSum Cheng 
Pamela Cheng 
Yu-Shiu Cheng
S. Chester 
Michael Chinn 

Andrew Choi 
Sung Choi
Joshua Chon
Rachel Chow
Kuo-Jui Chu
Rita Chuang
Michael Claiborne
Roberta Clark
Eoin Clarke 

In honor of Melissa & Tom Bruneau
Jaden Clayton
Lisa & Paul Clemenceau
Matthew Clements ◆

Kelly Clemmons
Patrick Clor
Robin Coger  ■
Howard Cohen 
Marilyn Cohen 

In memory of Lee Stewart
Stuart Cohen 
Richard Coladarci
G. Kent Colbath
Emily Cole 
John Cole 
Daryl Coleman ◆

Loreen Collins
Katie Comer ◆
Andrew & Melissa Compton 
D’Arcy Cook 

In honor of Kenneth Cook
John Cook 
Joseph Cook
Charles Copeland
Aaron Cordes 
Andrew Corrington ◆

Aldo Ariel Cortes Perez
Michael Coster
Daniel Coulson 
Carrie Coutant
Adrian Covert
Michael Coyle 
Richard Crane 
Jared Craven
Scott Crespi
Shari Crocker 

In honor of David Welch
Dylan Jesus Cuellar Aranda
Paloma Cueva
Ethan Cullity
Carla Culos 
Heather Curcio
Lisa Curley 

In honor of Connor Curley
Daniel Curtiss 
Penny Cutler-Serra

Lawrence D’Addario 
Xingze Dai
Neta Da Luz 
Patricia Daly & Henry Schreiber 
Nikki Dang
Betsy Daniels
Sarah Dao
Steven Tai Dao
Sean Darragh
Capt. Dick Daugherty
Jeannie David 
Elisa Davies 
Michael Davies 
Olubukola Michele Davies
David Davis 
Lynn Dawson
James Deadman
Wendy DeCesare
Bradley Deem
Andre DeFaria DeAndrade
James DeHaan 
Terrence DeKoninck 
Emma Lee Del Hierro
Alec Delaney
Maristela de Lourdes Alves 
Barbara Deluca
Kerry DenHerder 
Eleanor Deprez
Abigail Desrosiers ◆

Saravanan Devarajan
Nickolas DeVito
Sahil Dhoka
Jonathan Diaz
Pedro Diaz
Gregory Dick
Susannah Dickerson 
Christopher D’Italia 
Jared Dobbins 
Ashley Domke
Michelle Donegan 
Shirin Doshi
Patrick Dost
John Doucette 

In memory of Carl Simpkins
Spencer Dow
Ryan Downing 

In honor of Deepak Lingam
Marshall Doyle 

In honor of Matthew Vaerewyck
Michelle Drutar 

In honor of Jack Demeterio
Tianrui Duan
Linda & Russ Dudek 

In memory of David Richard Welch
Mike Duello

Brent Duelm
Bryan Dunlap
Cynthia Dunlap 
Thomas Dunn 
Nandini Duraiswamy 

In honor of Duraiswamy Sankaran
Jan Durec
Vignan Dyavanapelly
Yiwen E.
Marcia Earle 
Derek Eaton 
Kimberly Eckhardt
Angie Edgington
Jason Edgington
Don Eisenhour
Jared Elinger
James Elliott
Allison Ellis
Annemarie Ellman ◆

Nicole Ellsworth
Jen Emenhiser 

In honor of Brad Emenhiser
Eric Ernst
Chelsea Errante 

In memory of David Welch
Aske Ertmann
Eric Esposito
Picafresa Aanchez Estudillo
Randall Fahey 
Angela Farmer
Erica Farnsworth
Kelly Fehr 
Guy Feldfogel
Elaine Feldkamp 

In memory of Steve Jakubiec
Haoyun Feng
Gary Fenn
Elizabeth Fernands 

In honor of Michelle Gagnon
James Fillman 
Jamie Fisher 

In honor of Kent Lawrence 
Suzanne Fisher 

In memory of Chip Walker
Christina Fleagle
Cherrie Fleisher-Strauss and 

Leslie & Simon Strauss 
Edward G. Fleming 
Duane Flier 
Bob & Sheila Flory 
Robert Foley 
Alyssa Fosorile
Matthew Francis
Tyler Scott Franklin
Bevin Franks

“I have observed 
firsthand how the 

FIRST program 
really augments 

education/learning 
for kids of all ages!” 

– FIRST volunteer, mentor, and donor
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Megan Franzen
Aidan Fraser
Fred Frey
Sarah Fruzzetti 
Andrew Fudge 
Collin Fultz ◆

David Gable 
David Gaddy 
Andrew & Gina Galland
Aaron Garcia
Javier Garcia
Rob Gardella
The Bob Gardner Memorial Fund
Jorge Garibay
Sean Garin
Maria Gaviola
Benjamin Geise 

In honor of Luke Molinaro
Simon Gelb
Aimee Gerhard
Matthew Gessner
H. Allan Gibbs
Charles Gibson 
Justin Gibson
Elizabeth Gilibert
Angus Gillams
Benjamin Gilliland ◆

Nicholas Ginaldi
Brad Ginesin
Mark Giordono
Jacob Glueck 
Kristy Glynn 
Jeffrey & Doris Goldstein 
Daniel Gonzalez
Dhanytza Gonzalez
Skyler Goodell
Melia Gordon 

In honor of Ron Gordon
James & Paula Gorham 
Edward J. Gorman
Timothy Goudge 
Jonathan Gourley 
Larry Gourley
Lynn Gracie-Rogers
Jacob Graf
J.H. Green 
Peter Green 
Scott Greven 
Eileen Griffee 
Tyler Griffin
Keith Grinstead
Ryan Grogan
David Gross
Shelley Grove
Chris Groves 

Shanley Groves
Tristan Gruber
Gina Grueneich
Christine Guerrera
Yosabeth Guerrero Gomez
Paul Guglielmino 
Carlos Guillen
Jiarui Guo
Xiangyu Guo
Bharat Gupta 
Roli Gupta 
Shishir Gupta
Ramesh Halder
Aria Haley
Benjamin Hall
Drew Hall-Fisher
James Hallissy 
Erik Hanssen
Matthew Harden
Mark & Margaret Harding
Michael Harlam
Becky Harper 

In honor of Zack Harper
Benjamin Harper
Noah Harren
Victoria Harris
Corey Harrison
DanaMarie Harrison
Madison Hartman
Mahin Rafi Alam Hassan
Joanna Hauser
Jonathan Hawk
Laura Hayman 
Stephen & Lynn Hazard 
Devin He 
Luis He
Lynne & Henry Heilbrunn 
Taylor Hendricks
Christopher Michael Henley 
Kyle Henry
Alejandro Hernandez 
Brian Hernandez
Monica Hernandez
Robin Hernandez
Kyle Herren
Cesar Herrera Jr.
Jaime Herrero Olivo
Brian Hess ◆

Christopher Hess
Marlena Hetlet
Michael Hicks 

In memory of Michael Brace 
Randall Hicks 
Chris Higgins
Eric Higgins ◆

Laurel Higham ◆

Micah Hignight 
Dennis Hilburger
Robert Hill
Crystal Hines
Andrew Hittner
Melissa Hoffman
Mark Hofmann
Cali Holber
Michael Holden
Debbie Hollenbach
Mark Holschuh 
Brian Holstein
Alexandra Holt
Jerry Holtzclaw
Bob & Judy Horn 

In honor of James Gill
Lucy & Darrell Horn 
Karen Horting ■
Takahiro Hotchi
Steven Hovey 
Marc Howard 
Jerel Howell
Tai Tzu Hsu 
YiWen Hsu
Liyun Huang 
Meiqin Huang
Asher Huhn
Amy Lynn Hunt
Paul Hynes 
Susan Ilax 
Bruce Ioki 
Amanda Isenburg
Mohammed Islam ◆

Gary Isle
Ted Ivanac ◆

Itamar Ivri
Stephen Izant
Daniela Jahnes
Apollo Jain
Theresa Jambeck
Sharon Jarosz
Jen Family Charitable Fund
Austin Jenchi ◆
Oliver Jenkins ◆

Haoling Jia
Jianhong Jin 
Bella Johnson 
Eric Johnson 
Ian Johnson
Kyle Johnson 
Lisa Johnson 
Melissa S. Johnson 
Timothy Johnson 

Annette Johnston
Hallie Jones 
Lynda Jones 
Alex Joseph
Travis Joynes
David Kahn
Jason Kaip 
Kevin Kane 
Yu-Chi Kang
Laura Karmanos
Erik Karulf
Blaine Kashiwaeda 
MuhammadSaad M.F.N. Kasmani
Susan Kasper 

In memory of David Welch
Sandeep Kasurde
Sean Kau
Mert Kaya
David Keegan
Jim Keen
Karen Keller
Thad Kelling
Patrick Kennedy 
Ezra Kesti
Mohammad Khan
Regan Kierzek
Jessica Kind
Christy King 
John King ◆ 
Tiffany Renee King
Samantha Kirsh 
Lajos Kiss
Joao Kist
William H. Klemens 
Timothy Klemm
Eric Klimas 
Janet Klion
Veronica Ko
Tim Koch
Stephen Kocik 
Adam Kofner
Sreenivas Koney
Derek & Angela Konigsberg 
Kevin Konrad 
Douglas Kopp
Megan Korbel
Bradley Kotula
John Koudelka 

In memory of Michael Brace
Andrew Kowalik 
Steven Krawic
Dorothy Krom 

In memory of Dan Gobel
Elena Kuleshov 
Neetu Kulshrestha ◆

Magesh Kumarajothi
Jayavel Kumaran
Aswathy Rajendra Kurup
Else Kusk
Ken Kutchek 
Brayan Lamas
Aly Lambert
Ethan Lambert
Kari LaMora 
Sergio Lana
Joselyn Landin
Brandon Landry 
Sarah Landry
Jianying Lang
Collee Larionoff
Laura Larkin
Steven Aaron Larson
Dave Lashley 
Rori Leath 
Bienvenido Lebria
Craig Ledbetter 
Kok Siong Lee 
Mangeun Lee 
Peter Lee
Wen-Hsiu Lee
Todd Lee-Millstein ◆

Scott Legasse 
Luiz Fernando Lemos do Valle 
Allyson Leonard
Stella Leung 

In honor of Nathan Lee
Greg Lewis 
Joy Lewis
Kevin Li ◆ 
Zongyu Li
Wei Kiat Lim
ChungHsun Lin 
Shi-Key & Irene Lin 
Yuhsin Lin
Stephanie Linke
Olivia Lister
Bryce Liu & Lisa Wu 
Jia Liu 
Xinjun Liu
Cristina Llerena
Donald Lockhart 
Guy Lohman 
Michelle Long & Isaac Mishkit 
Tim Long
Janelle Lorenzen
Spenceur Louis
Greg Lowe 
Kathryn Lowe
Jamee Luce 

Jeffrey Lumsden 
David Lunsetter
Barry Luong
Isaiah Lvovsky
Tina & Russell Lyon 
Ravi M.
Pat Maciejewski 
Edwina Maddox
Aymee Madin
Lauren Magoun
Cristina Mahon 
Christopher Mahoney 
Marybeth Mahoney 
Karen Maloney
Dayanand Mangru 
Thomas Manley
Clelia Anna Mannino
Kenneth Mantey
Derek Manwaring ◆

Marek Marasch 
Joshua Marcille
Philip Matthew Marcilliat 
Jason Markesino ◆

Brian Martin 
Kelley Martin
Janice Martino 
Amara Martins Da Silva 
Amit Martsiano
Jeff Marvin
Marcus Masciarelli
Kelsey Maser
Nicholas Mata ◆

Ashwin Mathur
Robin Matthews 
James Maxfield 

In memory of Carl Simpkins
Henry Mazaika ◆

Joyanna Mazzone
Patrick McBride 
James McCann 
William McClung 
Jessica McCormick
Scott McEvilly 
Kathleen McGowan
Thomas McHan
Aaron McHaney
Terrance McKiernan 
Kelcey McMaster
Marie McNanney ◆

Claudia Medina 
Maribel Medina
Sanford Meek 
Sivaprrasath Meenakshisundaram
Chelsea Meenan
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Khuyen Mehta
Merwan Mehta 
Riya Mehta 
Sarah & Pete Meindl
Claudia Mejia Haffner
Frank & Deb Merrick 
Huiwen Miao
Maxwell Michaels
Aaron Michalczuk 
Julia Mikaelian ◆

Sarah Milan
Anastasia Miliano ◆

Brittany Miller
Matthew Miller 
Stacie Millichamp 

In honor of Daniel Millichamp
Thomas Milligan
Valerie Mis 
Erin Mitchell 
Gavin Mitchell 
Gerald Mitchell 
Rachelle Mitchell
Murali Mohan 
Manasa Mokkapati 
Carmine Molfese 

In honor of Carmine Molfese
Keith Molony
Chris Moore ■
Scarlett Moore
Samuel Morakinyo
Amy Morelli
Jeffrey Morrissey
Jennifer Morrow
Jonathan Morss
Kylie Morton
Michael Motley ◆

Lashun Mowers
Suneetha Mudunuri
Byron Mueller 
Peter Mueller 
Venkat Mulakalapalli
Patrick Mullen 
Wylie Muller
Giovanna Munoz
Marian Murphy 
Nicole Murphy
Siva Murthy 
Katya Muscat
Stacie Musgrave 
Matthew Muzquiz 
Jesus Myers
Daniel Myrick ◆

M.N. 
Ravikiran Nagavarapu 

Susanne Nagel 
Sophia Nan
Rohit Narayanan
Kazuhige Narita 
Kabir Nawaz
Wendy Newton
Cheng Ng 
Clinton Ng
Nguyen Family Charitable 
Hien Nguyen 
Tommy Nguyen 
Karl Niermeyer ◆
Shiri Nissim
Jerry Nolan
Kristen Noller
Theo Nordstrom
Douglas Obenshain
Pankaj Oberoi, Jyoti Mehta, and 

Arjun & Ishaan Oberoi 
Jennifer O’Callaghan 
Tom Ochs
Courtney Offak
Eunteak Oh
Divya Ojha
Julie Okurowski 
Jason Olds 
Tyler Olds
Manuel Olivas
Terry Olkin
Erik Olsen
Elyse Olson 

In honor of Greg Lofgren
Timothy Onders
Steven Ondersma
Lori O’Neal 
Gareth & Charlotte Orsmond 
Dani Ortiz 
Ortiz Family 
Peter Ortiz
Robert Osborne
Molly Osmus
Nathaniel Oster 
Olivia Osvold
Quinn Overbeck
John Overland
Carolyn Overmyer
Susanna Packauskas 
Scott Padilla 
Debbie Paillette 

In honor of Dan Atkinson
Melissa Pajot 
Elijah Palm
Elizabeth Palmer 
William Palmer 

Dipesh Panchal
Jonathan Pang 
Tammy Pankey 
Sasha Papo ◆

Justin Park ◆

Sarah Park 
Mark Parrish & Tara Currie 
Sarah Parsons
Jay Paska 
Renee Pasman 
Sarah Pastoor 

In memory of Steve Jakubiec
Ramaswamy Pasupatham
Maanav Patel
Mittal Patel
Tanay Patel 
William Patterson 
Paige Patz ◆

Barton Paulhamus
Gauri Pawar 
Lauren PeCoy ◆

Jonathan Pelt
Larkin Pence
Timothy Penderghest 
Jeff Pennington 

In memory of Carl Simpkins II
Robert Pereira 
Erica & Francisco Perez  

In honor of Valencia Perez
Barbara Perlov 
Anna & George Peterson 

and Team 5679 
Steve Peterson & Kalli Bennett 
Heidi Petrakis 

In memory of Norm Shelvik
Edward Pettitt
Amanda Philippi
Kaili Phillips 

In honor of Gavin West
Joseph Pica
David Pieper
Linda Pierce
Stephen Pierce ◆

Paige Pieterick
Jennifer Pila 
Kelli Plasket
Jason Platt
Karen Plavcan 

In memory of Michael Brace
Adriana Pohl ◆
Anthony Polizzi 
William Ponstein 
Brinna Porat ◆
James Porter
Missy Powell-Riedl

Thomas Praisner
Harold Pratt
NaveenJohn Premkumar
Jane & Thomas Propst 
Derek Prusener 
Kathleen Prygocki  

In honor of Kimberley Prygocki
Kimberley Prygocki ◆ 

In memory of James Prygocki
Robert Pudvan 
Ronda Pype 

In memory of David Welch
Craig Qi
Rodney Qualls 
Alejandro Queiruga
Jason Quesenberry 
Anna Quinn 
Rosalind & Bob Radcliffe 
Ali Rafieymehr 
Chris Rake
Joanne Rake 

In honor of Chris Rake
Ushirman Raman
Kira Ramirez
Noah Randall
Gurmehar Randhawa 

In honor of Jamie Irwin
Sherri Randt
Murli Rao 
Shriya Rao
Jason Rapalski
Adam Rawlin
Blair Reamy 
Aiden Reasoner
Matt Reed
Erinn Reilly
Robert Remes
Kathleen A. Reuter
Grant Revelle
Erryl Richter
Ariel Rideout 
Pam Riss
Adam Rizika 
Alexa Roberts
Anna Roberts 

In honor of Team 1741
Stephen Robertson ◆

Austin Robison ◆

J.P. or C.A. Roden
Jonathan Rodin 
Vinnie & Kelley Rodino
Adriana Rodriguez
Enrique Rodriguez 
Josemit Rodriguez
Krystal Rolon

Dylan Brae Romano
Alejandro Romero
Cathy Rongey 
Ana Rosado
Kyle Thomas Rosenow
Frances Roth
Paul Roush
Len Rucinski 
Michael Rudder 
Adrianna Ruggiero
Dan Ruiz
James Rumpf
Ida Runa
Mark Rutledge 
Kelly Ryan
Samuel Ryckman
Rishon Saftler
Ruhmit Sahu
Helen Sain 
Johannes Salcher
Joshua Salkovitz
Kate Sample ◆

David Sampson
Sudheer Sandepudi
David Sargent ◆
Will Saxe
Kimberly Scardino
Benjamin Scarlet
Kristi Scarpone 
Amber Schaefer
Amy Schaefer
Gabriella Schalm
Sam Scheinman ◆

Jennifer Schelly 
Mark & Juanita Schemel 
Jessica Schiller 
Marc Schindewolf 
Molly Schmidt
Herman Schmit 
Heather Schneider 
Jo Schneider
Nina Schultz
Cathy Schulz
John Schumer 

In honor of Lars Fisher
The Irving and Ann Schwartz 

Memorial Fund
Jeffrey Scramlin
Christine Scully 

In honor of Tayne Scully
Lauren Segura
Ronald Semel ◆
Melissa Sepulveda
Michaela Settle

John Seybold 
Guy Shaffer 
Sarita Shah
Kaustubh Sharma
Kelly Shelton
Kay Shen
Yi Shen
Jonathan Shepard 
Karl Shepherd
Megan Sheridan
Eric & Mary Sherk 
Morely Sherman
Ronda Sherman
Abhinandan Sheshadri
Alexander H. Shih
Ho Jun Shin
Martin Shinko
Gregory Shoup 
Noah Showalter ◆
Charles Shroads 

In honor of MaryJane Baxter
Jeffrey Siegel 
Fredric Silberberg
Shea Silverman
William Simmons
Kevin Simon 
Kevin Singer 
Carol & Daniel Singer Bricklin 
Amrit Singh
Amrita Singh 

In honor of Maanya Singh 
Sukhvinder Singh Kang
Francis Siong
Palanissamy Sivakumar
Yuvaraj Sivaraj
Roy Sivley 
Greg Smit
Cloid Russell Smith 
Dale Smith 
Holly Smith 
Katrina Smith  

In memory of Joshua Fitzpatrick
Michael Smith 
Samuel Smith ◆

Soja Smith 
Stephanie R. Smith
Hunter Smoke
Marcella Snow
Andrea Sobel  

In memory of Jesse Laufer
Natalia Soberanes ◆

Evan Sochanski
James Soddy
Justin Sohl ◆
Miriam Somero 
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“Thank you to FIRST 
for the impact 
you’ve had on 
our boys (who 
just graduated 

from college this 
past spring)!”

– FIRST parents and donors

2 0 2 4 -2 0 2 5  F I R S T  C O N T R I B U T O R S

Dick Soon Lee
Birgit Sorgenfrei 
Paul Souza
Eileen Span 
Jeffrey Spear & Jennifer Kernan 
Megan Spencer
Alfred Speredelozzi
Travis Sperow
Shivam Srivastava
Anthony Stahlman
Shawn Starler
William Stein
Aidan Stensrud ◆

Dana Stevens 
Eric Stevens
Marc Stevens 
Peter & Elizabeth Stillmank 
Dia Stolnitz  

In memory of Woodie Flowers
Linda Stone Charitable Gift Fund
Patricia Strones
Eric Stubley 
Anthony Styra
Jieting Sun 
Lin Sun
Mirabella Sunday
Michael Surface 
Sravan Suryadevara ◆

Harald Svendsen
Deborah Sweet
James Sykora
Levi Szantosi
Stephanie Nicole Tabije 
Natalie Taitano 
Lucy Tancredi
Jennifer Tang
Deborah & Charles Taylor Trust
Eric Techel
William Teeple
Rafe Tenbarge
Yuki Terasaki
Leah Terreforte ◆

Kamlesh Thalor
Harold Thibodeau 
Trevor Thomas 
Joel Thorson 
Sue Tian
Russell Tillett
Bee Tin Tio
Razvan Tinca
Melodie Ting
Isaac To
Logan Todd
Umesh Tol 

Maria Tome
Diego Torres
Jason Tracy ◆

Chi Tran 
Cynthia Tran
Karen Tran
Kevin Traute ◆

Giovani Trevizan
Jennifer Tripp
Brandi Tucker
Jared Tung
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Turckes 
Robert Turnbull
Matthew Turner
Cynthia Turnquist 

In memory of Dan Gobel
Linda Tuthill 

In memory of Steve Jakubiec
Karl Twelker 
Ayelet Tzur Lerman
Jessica Uhl
Nicholas Ulbrik
Brad Urquhart
Suhel Vahora
Eliza Valikaj-Stringer
Valkyries Ladies Club 

In memory of Carl David Simpkins II
Salma Valverde
Karen Vanderlight
Rebecca VanDeWeghe 
Tricia VanTichelt
Matthew Varas 
Joe Varnell 
Courtney Varner
Rahul Vasappa
Patrick Victorio
Luiz Gabriel Vieira Costa ◆

Ranga Chari Vinjamuri 
Gavin Vinoverski Vinoverski
Kirsten Vintila 
Pedro Vizcarra
Mark Vollmers
Peter von Hemert
Praveen Vootkuri
Lan Vu
Pradeep Vukkadala
Marshall Wace
Emilia Wachowska
Trevor Wade
Stephen Wagner 
Jason Wainwright
Brian Waldon
Caitlind Walker
Erin Walker

Robert Wall  
In honor of Ian McEwan

Leslie Waller
Patrick Walsh
Dane Walther
Yue Wan
Tom Wancho
Barbara Wang
Gefei Wang 
Grace Wang ■
Haifeng Wang
Jerry Wang 
Tian-Wen Wang 
Yifan Wang
Myra Waqar ◆
Caleb Warner 
Chris Warner 
David J. Warren
Tona Wassberg
Angela Wasserman
Alfred Bie Joan Watanabe
Allan Watkins
Beth Weekley
Adam Weiss 
William Werst
Debie White 
Timothy White 
John Whitelock
Michael Whitfield
Joseph Whitney 
Willard Wider
Don Wigent
Jonathan Wilfong
John & Lucie Wilkens 
Beth Williams
Kelly Williams
Mark Williams 
Todd Williamson
Vanessa Willis
Stephanie Wilson 
Steven Wilson
Christoph Wimmer
William Wingfield 
Bonnie Wiscarson
Riley Wissing
Andrew Witman ◆

Janet Wolfenbarger ■
Pamela Wong ◆

Wai Hang Wong
Rebecca Wood
Richard & Cheri Woodmansee 
Dremere Woods
John Woolverton
Minghui Wu 

Yun Wu
Elizabeth Wyatt
Jin Xie
Vincent Yang
Shun Yao
Steve Yeager & Samuel Sampson 
David Yenchko
Kristin Yeoman
Leo Yon
Margaret York ◆

Nicholas Young
Henry Yu
Bill Zanone 
Michael Zanoni
Natasha Zbib 
Shuqi Zeng
Yue Zhan 
Yan Zhang
Bryan Zhao 
Wenrui Zhao
Wei Zheng
Jun Zhu
Kiana Zimmerman
Shaun Zinck
Ben Zislin
Marc Ziss 
Karen Zitnick
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“We’re proud to partner 
with FIRST to inspire 

students to make waves 
this season as part 
of our commitment 

to nurturing the 
next generation of 
diverse innovators 
and technologists.” 

– Angela Baker, vice president and chief 
sustainability officer, Qualcomm Incorporated

SCHOLARSHIP 
PROVIDERS 
Participants and alumni of FIRST 
programs gain access to education 
and career discovery opportunities, 
connections to exclusive scholarships 
and employers, and a place in the 
FIRST community for life. We partner 
with colleges, universities, technical 
schools, and other organizations 
that make available scholarship 
opportunities specifically for FIRST 
participants and alumni. Learn 
more at firstinspires.org/alumni.

Thank you to the following 
organizations for supporting FIRST 
alumni in continuing their educations:

Platinum Provider $500,000+
Boston University
Capitol Technology University
DoD STEM
Ellison Scholars Programme NEW

Florida Institute of Technology
Illinois Institute of Technology
Johnson & Wales University
Kettering University
Lawrence Technological University
Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT)
Milwaukee School of Engineering
Olin College of Engineering
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
SCAD (Savannah College of 

Art and Design) NEW

SME Education Foundation
State University of New York, 

Stony Brook
Syracuse University College of 

Engineering and Computer Science
Tec Milenio
Tulane University
University of Rochester
Webb Institute
Western New England University
Williamson College of the Trades
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI)
Yale University

Gold Provider $100,000 - $499,999
Adrian College
Dr. Bart Kamen Memorial FIRST 

Scholarship Fund
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 

University - AZ
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 

University - FL

George Washington University
Indiana Institute of Technology
Indiana University Bloomington
Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo 

de México (ITAM)
The Masason Foundation NEW

McMaster University
Merrimack College
Michigan Tech University
North Central College
Quinnipiac University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
Sparkforce, The FMA Foundation
Stevens Institute of Technology
Trine University
United Negro College Fund (UNCF)
Virginia Commonwealth University 

(VCU) College of Engineering
Wentworth Institute of Technology

Silver Provider $40,000 - $99,999
Amazon
BAE Systems, Inc.
Case Western Reserve University
College for Creative Studies
Grand Valley State University
Hanover College
Harvey Mudd College
McKendree University
Missouri University of Science 

and Technology
National Fluid Power 

Association (NFPA)
New England College
Oklahoma State University 

College of Engineering, 
Architecture and Technology

PMMI - Association for Packaging 
and Processing Technologies

Seeds of Fortune NEW

Texas Tech University
The University of Southern Mississippi
University at Albany, State 

University of New York
University of Cincinnati - College of 

Engineering and Applied Science
University of Missouri
University of New Orleans
Woodbury University
Woodie Flowers Memorial Grant

Bronze Provider $20,000 - $39,999
Bradley University
Dematic
Dunwoody College of Technology
Nipissing University

North Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical University

Saginaw Valley State University
TE Connectivity
The Ohio State University
TKS - The Knowledge Society
University of Advancing Technology
University of Alaska - Anchorage
University of Hartford College 

of Engineering, Technology, 
and Architecture

University of Maryland, A. James 
Clark School of Engineering

University of Massachusetts 
Lowell Engineering

University of Waterloo

Brass Provider up to $19,999
AISES NEW

Bethany Lutheran College
The Bob Bonczyk Memorial 

Scholarship NEW 
Campbell University
Elbit Systems
Ferris State University
FIRST Alumni and Mentors Network 

at Michigan (FAMNM)
FIRST Chesapeake
FIRST Robotics Canada
George Fox University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Green Girls STEM Foundation
Hi Fives Robotics
Hofstra University
Kansas State University 

College of Engineering
Lake Superior State University
Maryville University
Mercer University
Mohawk Valley Community College
New York Institute of Technology
NYU Tandon School of Engineering
Ontario Tech University
Orange County Robotics Alliance
Oregon Institute of Technology
Pennsylvania State University, 

College of Engineering
Purdue University
The Rainbow STEM Alliance 
Robert Morris University
St. Louis Community College 
Saint Martin’s University
Society of Women Engineers 

(SWE) - Houston
South Dakota School of 

Mines & Technology
Southwestern Michigan College

Tallo NEW

Triangle Fraternity
University of Connecticut
University of Detroit Mercy
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign - Grainger 
College of Engineering

University of Kansas
University of Massachusetts 

Amherst/PTC
University of Minnesota, Duluth
University of Northern Iowa
Viterbo University
Western Carolina University
Western Technical College
Western University

DR. BART KAMEN 
MEMORIAL FIRST 
SCHOLARSHIP
Fund Contributors
Continued special thanks to the Argosy 
Foundation, the DEKA Foundation, 
and the Evelyn Kamen Trust.

2024-2025 
FIRST ALLIANCES
Alpha Omega Epsilon
Automation Federation/ISA
Boys & Girls Clubs of America
Girl Scouts of the USA
National 4-H Council
National Center for Women & 

Information Technology (NCWIT)
National Fluid Power 

Association (NFPA)
National Society of Black 

Engineers (NSBE)
PMMI Foundation
Sigma Phi Delta, Engineering Fraternity
Society for Information 

Management (SIM) 
Society of Hispanic Professional 

Engineers (SHPE)
Society of Women Engineers (SWE)
Triangle Fraternity
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2024-2025 SEASON
FIRST LEGO LEAGUE 
SPONSORS 
Founding Partner

Global Sponsors

Challenge Division Sponsor

Top Team Sponsors
(10 or more teams in 2024-2025)
Sponsors in this section are listed in 
descending order starting with the 
sponsor of the highest number of teams.

FIRST LEGO League Explore
DoD STEM
Qualcomm
RTX
The Boeing Company
Tennessee Valley Robotics (TVR)
Apple
Dow
John Deere
Arconic Foundation
Leidos, Inc.
Howmet Aerospace Foundation

FIRST LEGO League Challenge
DoD STEM
Caterpillar
John Deere
Tennessee Valley Robotics (TVR)
Apple
The Boeing Company
RTX
Qualcomm
Dow
Rockwell Automation, Inc.
Arconic Foundation
Panasonic
The LEGO Foundation Cross 

Divisional Grant
Schneider Electric North 

America Foundation
Leidos, Inc.

Google
Howmet Aerospace Foundation 
Bechtel Group Foundation

2024-2025 SEASON
FIRST TECH CHALLENGE 
SPONSORS
Season Presenting Sponsor

Top Team Sponsors
(10 or more teams in 2024-2025)
Sponsors in this section are listed in 
descending order starting with the 
sponsor of the highest number of teams.

DoD STEM
The Boeing Company
Argosy Foundation
RTX
John Deere
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Google.org
Tennessee Valley Robotics (TVR)
Apple
Dow
Caterpillar
PTC, Inc.
Rockwell Automation, Inc.
TE Connectivity
Leidos, Inc.
Schneider Electric North 

America Foundation
Ingenuity New England
Motorola Solutions Foundation
Arconic Foundation
PPG Foundation
Qualcomm
Picatinny Arsenal

2024-2025 SEASON
FIRST ROBOTICS 
COMPETITION 
SPONSORS
Season Presenting Sponsor

Top Team Sponsors
(20 or more teams in 2025)
Sponsors in this section are listed in 
descending order starting with the 
sponsor of the highest number of teams.

The Boeing Company
DoD STEM
BAE Systems, Inc.
RTX

National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA)

Intuitive Foundation 
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Bosch Community Fund
General Motors Company
Rockwell Automation, Inc.
Apple
Optimum
John Deere
Qualcomm
ComcastNBCUniversal
Medtronic, Inc.
TE Connectivity
Dow
Picatinny Arsenal
Argosy Foundation
Dream Maker
Caterpillar
Molex
The 3M Company
Motorola Solutions Foundation
Leidos, Inc.
Aptiv Foundation
Carrier
PTC, Inc.
ABB Inc.
Novelis Inc.
Schneider Electric North 

America Foundation
Walt Disney Imagineering
NOKIA Bell Labs
Gene Haas Foundation
Boston Scientific Corporation
Baxter International Foundation
Bezos Family Foundation

Suppliers
Crown Suppliers
The 3M Company
AndyMark, Inc.
Autodesk, Inc.
FedEx Corporation
Gates Corporation
Molex
NI
PTC, Inc.
REV Robotics
Rockwell Automation, Inc.
DS SolidWorks Corporation
Vivid Hosting
WPC
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Diamond Suppliers
Automation Direct
Belden, Inc.
DigiKey
Mastercam
Novelis Inc. 

Gold Suppliers
Bishop-Wisecarver Group
Burndy
Cypress
DevCycle
Festo
Fluke Corporation
MathWorks, Inc.
Maxbotix, Inc.
MK Battery
monday.com
Parker Hannifin, Fluid Systems 

Connectors Division
Plummer Industries
Snap Action, Inc.
Swyft Robotics
Tableau Software
The Thrifty Bot
UL Solutions
Vulcan Spring & Mfg. Co. 
Silver Suppliers
Anderson Power Products
Armabot
Authentise
Clippard Instrument Laboratory
CTR Electronics
Digital.ai
EasyRuler Plastics
GreenGate3D
OneIPM
Protopasta, Filament by Protoplant Inc.
RoboPromo
SendCutSend
SmugMug
Stratasys
Studica Limited
Swerve Drive Specialties
TE Connectivity
Bronze Suppliers
Altair
AMD
Formlabs
Johnson Electric
Next Gen Robotics, LLC
OnScale
Southwest
Triangle Manufacturing Company
Wago Corporation
Other Contributors 
Electronic Components Industry 

Association (ECIA)
Hack Club Bank
ScreenSteps

FIRST thanks our supporters and 
has made every effort to ensure 
complete and accurate listings. If 
we’ve made an error, please accept 
our apology and let us know at 
recognition@firstinspires.org.

“Together with FIRST, 
we’re committed to 

closing the talent gap in 
STEM fields and building 

a future workforce of 
innovators with the 

skills, confidence, and 
leadership to make 
a positive impact 

on the world.”
– Dantaya Williams, executive vice president 

and chief human resources officer, RTX

2 0 2 4 -2 0 2 5  F I R S T  C O N T R I B U T O R S
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 
FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSOR

LEAD SPONSOR

CO-SPONSORS

FRIENDS OF FIRST

Ball Corporation | BuildSubmarines.com | Johnson & Johnson
Molex | STEMconnector | TE Connectivity

Special thanks to Houston First Corporation
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PROGRAM DELIVERY ORGANIZATIONS

ALBANIA
EDUAct 

ALGERIA
Robot Éducatif Algérie* 

ANDORRA
Asociación Ingeniera Soy  

AUSTRALIA
Macquarie University    

AUSTRIA
HANDS on TECHNOLOGY 

e.V.  

AZERBAIJAN
Bilim Kahramanlari 

Bulusuyor (BKD) 

BELGIUM
Voka   
STEAMUp 

BOTSWANA
Tshwane University of 

Technology/FIRST 
South Africa 

BRAZIL
Positivo 
SESI   

CANADA
ALBERTA
FIRST Robotics Society   

BRITISH COLUMBIA
FIRST Robotics 

British Columbia    

NEW BRUNSWICK
Rothesay Netherwood School 

NEWFOUNDLAND AND 
LABRADOR
Levitate Learning  

NOVA SCOTIA
Acadia University 

ONTARIO
FIRST Robotics Canada    

QUÉBEC
Robotique FIRST Québec    

CHILE
Fundación SparkTalents  

CHINA
DaDa LeLe Company  

CHINESE TAIPEI
eSun Robot Association/ 

Kids Kingdom, Inc.    

COLOMBIA
Uniminuto  

COSTA RICA
Fundación STEAM  

CROATIA
Zavod Super Glavce 

CYPRUS
EDUAct  

Epiteugma Training Center 

CZECH REPUBLIC
Sdružení pracovníku° 

DDM v CR 

DENMARK
Coding Pirates Denmark  

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Fundación para el Desarollo 

de las Ciencias y la 
Tecnología  

ECUADOR
Centro Campus*  

EGYPT
Techno Future Egypt   

ESTONIA
MTÜ Robootika  

ESWATINI
Tshwane University of 

Technology/FIRST 
South Africa  

FAROE ISLANDS
Coding Pirates Denmark  

FINLAND
Robotiikka 

FRANCE
Educabot 
West Side Robot Lab 
Robotique FIRST France 

GERMANY
HANDS on TECHNOLOGY e.V.  

GHANA
CODERINA   

GREECE
EDUAct   

GUATEMALA
Computation 

Avanzada S.A.*  

HONDURAS
Fundación STEM Honduras* 

HONG KONG, CHINA
World Class Tests (Asia) Ltd. 

HUNGARY
HelloWorld  

ICELAND
FIRST LEGO League á Íslandi 

INDIA
InfinityX 

INDONESIA
IFR Foundation 

IRELAND
FIRST Tech Challenge UK 
The Institution of Engineering 

and Technology (The IET)  

ISRAEL
FIRST Israel & Technion    

ITALY
Fondazione Museo Civico 

di Rovereto  

Associazione Artù APS 

JAMAICA
Jamaica College Foundation 

JAPAN
FIRST Japan  

JORDAN
Jubilee Center for Excellence 

in Education  

KAZAKHSTAN
USTEM Robotics 

Kazakhstan/Central Asia 
Robotics Development 
Foundation   

KENYA 
CODERINA  

LATVIA
MTÜ Robootika  

LESOTHO
Tshwane University of 

Technology/FIRST 
South Africa  

LIBYA
Lybotics 

LITHUANIA
Robotiada Association  

LUXEMBOURG
STEAMUp 

MALAYSIA
Sasbadi Sdn Bhd  

Penang Science Cluster 

MÉXICO
Explora, Descubre y 

Crea, A.C.  

Fundación RobotiX  

MOLDOVA
MTÜ Robootika  

MONTENEGRO
Zavod Super Glavce 

MOROCCO
Play Academy  

NETHERLANDS
STEAMUp 
Stichting Platform Bèta 

en Techniek  

NEW ZEALAND
FIRST New Zealand Trust   

NIGERIA
CODERINA   

NORWAY
FIRST Scandinavia  

OMAN
ATLAB 

PARAGUAY
Espacios de Ser S.A.* 

PHILIPPINES
FELTA Multi-Media, Inc.  

POLAND
Future Minds Foundation  

QATAR
ATLAB  

REPUBLIC OF KOREA
FEST (Federation for Education 

of Creative Science 
and Technology) 

SangSang  

REPUBLIC OF 
NORTHERN 
MACEDONIA

EDUAct  

*Local Partner Representative   FIRST LEGO League Explore  FIRST LEGO League Challenge  FIRST Tech Challenge  FIRST Robotics Competition

Our FIRST Program Delivery Organizations carry the mission of FIRST across the globe, guiding students, mentors, and volunteers as they 
navigate their individual journeys through STEM. Through their leadership, dedication, and local expertise, young people everywhere gain 
the opportunity to learn, innovate, and thrive. We are proud to recognize these partners for inspiring the next generation of science and 
technology leaders.
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ROMANIA
Asociatia Clubul Informaticii  

Natie Prin Educatie 
Association 

SAUDI ARABIA
Thaka Holding Co.   

SERBIA
Zavod Super Glavce  

SINGAPORE
Developing Innovative 

Youth Limited  

SLOVAKIA
FIRST LEGO League 

Slovensko, o.z. 

SLOVENIA
Zavod Super Glavce  

SOUTH AFRICA
Tshwane University of 

Technology/FIRST 
South Africa   

SPAIN
Asociación Ingeniera Soy  

SWEDEN
FIRST Scandinavia  

SWITZERLAND
HANDS on TECHNOLOGY 

e.V.  

THAILAND
GAMMACO  

The Prince Royal’s College 

TUNISIA
Edurobot Tunisia  

TÜRKIYE
Bilim Kahramanlari 

Bulusuyor (BKD)  

Fikret Yüksel Foundation  

UKRAINE
Innovative Education 

Solutions  

UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES

ATLAB  

UNITED KINGDOM
FIRST Tech Challenge UK 
The Institution of Engineering 

and Technology (The IET)  

UNITED STATES
ADVENTIST ROBOTICS LEAGUE
Adventist Robotics 

League   

DODEA — EUROPE
DoDEA — Europe 

ALABAMA
FIRST in Alabama    

ALASKA
FIRST Washington 
Juneau Economic 

Development Council   

ARIZONA
Arizona State University  

Coconino High School 
Robotics 

AZFirst 

ARKANSAS
Science and Technology 

Group Inc.   

CALIFORNIA – CENTRAL
Clovis Unified School 

District  

CALIFORNIA – LOS ANGELES
Next Careers 

CALIFORNIA – NORTHERN
Playing at Learning   

CALIFORNIA – SAN DIEGO
Robotics Inspiring Science 

and Engineering Inc. 

CALIFORNIA – SOUTHERN
FIRST California Robotics  

COLORADO
Colorado FIRST    

CONNECTICUT
NE FIRST    

DELAWARE
Delaware State University 
FIRST Mid-Atlantic 
First State Robotics 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
FIRST Chesapeake  

James Madison University  

FLORIDA
Tampa Bay Robotics 

FLORIDA – CENTRAL
Infinity Center for Education  

FLORIDA – NORTHEAST
Builders of Tomorrow  

FLORIDA – NORTHWEST
DEFENSEWERX Inc.  

FLORIDA – SOUTH
Cox Science Center and 

Aquarium  

FLORIDA – WEST COAST
State College of Florida, 

Manatee-Sarasota  

GEORGIA
Georgia Institute of 

Technology 
GeorgiaFIRST   

GUAM
SIFA  

HAWAII
Hawaii FIRST Robotics    

IDAHO
Idaho Regional 

Robotics, Inc.   

ILLINOIS
FIRST Illinois Robotics   

INDIANA
Indiana FIRST Robotics    

IOWA
Iowa State University  

University of Iowa 

KANSAS
FIRST in Missouri 

KANSAS – CENTRAL
Oklahoma Science and 

Engineering Foundation 
(OKSEF)  

KANSAS – KANSAS CITY REGION
KC STEM Alliance   

KANSAS – SOUTHWEST
City of Liberal  

KENTUCKY
FTC in Kentucky, Inc. 
Northern Kentucky University  

LOUISIANA
FIRST Louisiana-Mississippi   

MAINE
NE FIRST 
Robotics Institute of Maine 

MARYLAND
FIRST Chesapeake  

University of Maryland 
Baltimore County 

MASSACHUSETTS
Boston Tech Initiative Corp. 
NE FIRST  
WPI Robotics Resource Center 

MICHIGAN
FIRST in Michigan    

MINNESOTA
High Tech Kids   

MISSISSIPPI
Center for Mathematics and 

Science Education/The 
University of Mississippi 

Robotics Alliance of 
Mississippi  

MISSOURI
FIRST in Missouri 

MISSOURI – EAST
FIRST in Missouri 

MISSOURI – FIMO 
FIRST in Missouri  

MISSOURI – KANSAS CITY REGION 
KC STEM Alliance  

MISSOURI – WEST 
KC STEM Alliance 

MONTANA
College of Engineering, 

Montana State University 
Montana Robotics Alliance 

NEBRASKA
University of Nebraska – Lincoln 

4-H Youth Development  

Metropolitan Community 
College – Nebraska 

NEVADA
FIRST Nevada    

NEW HAMPSHIRE
FIRST New Hampshire 

Robotics   

NE FIRST 

NEW JERSEY
FIRST Mid-Atlantic 
FIRST Tech Challenge 

New Jersey 

NEW JERSEY – NORTH
FIRST Mid-Atlantic  

NEW JERSEY – SOUTH
Rowan University  

NEW MEXICO
FIRST in Texas 
Land of Enchantment 

Robotics   

NEW YORK – EXCELSIOR
Mohawk Valley Community 

College 

NEW YORK – FINGER LAKES
Nichols School  

NEW YORK – LONG ISLAND
School-Business Partnership 

of Long Island, Inc.    

NEW YORK – MID-HUDSON 
VALLEY
Hudson Valley Youth 

Robotics, Inc.  

NEW YORK – NEW YORK CITY
NYC FIRST    

NEW YORK – POTSDAM
Clarkson University  

NORTH CAROLINA
FIRST North Carolina 
North Carolina A&T State 

University   

NORTH DAKOTA
Bismarck Career Academy 
University of North Dakota, 

School of Engineering 
& Mines  

OHIO
WPAFB Educational 

Outreach   

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma Science and 

Engineering Foundation 
(OKSEF)   

OREGON
FIRST Washington 
Oregon Robotics Tournament 

& Outreach Program   

PENNSYLVANIA
Pennsylvania FIRST Robotics 

EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
FIRST Mid-Atlantic 

PENNSYLVANIA – CENTRAL
Appalachia Intermediate 

Unit 8  

PENNSYLVANIA – EAST
FIRST Mid-Atlantic  

*Local Partner Representative   FIRST LEGO League Explore  FIRST LEGO League Challenge  FIRST Tech Challenge  FIRST Robotics Competition

P R O G R A M  D E L I V E R Y  O R G A N I Z AT I O N S
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RIPPLE EFFECT:
2025 FIRST VOLUNTEERS, MENTORS, AND COACHES
As part of our global robotics community, FIRST mentors, coaches, and event volunteers work side 
by side with FIRST participants to develop their leadership and problem-solving skills and foster self-
confidence. When they share their skillset, champion participants, and demonstrate the FIRST Core 
Values, they are role models to the next generation of leaders and innovators. 
At the 2025 FIRST Championship, we honored a few outstanding event volunteers, mentors, and 
coaches from each of our programs for their contributions of time and talent to the FIRST community:

PENNSYLVANIA – NORTHWEST
Penn State Erie, The 

Behrend College 

PENNSYLVANIA – SOUTHWEST
BrainSTEM Learning  

PUERTO RICO
Eureka Enrichment 

Services, Inc.   

RHODE ISLAND
NE FIRST 
New England Institute 

of Technology 
Rhode Island School 

of the Future  

SOUTH CAROLINA
FIRST South Carolina    

SOUTH DAKOTA
EmBe  

TENNESSEE
TN FIRST 

TENNESSEE – CHATTANOOGA 
(NORTH GEORGIA)
Tennessee Valley 

Robotics (TVR)  

TENNESSEE – EAST
Tennessee Tech University  

TENNESSEE – WEST
NoBox  

TEXAS
FIRST in Texas 

TEXAS – FIT
FIRST in Texas   

TEXAS – HOUSTON
San Jacinto College 

TEXAS – WEST
The University of Texas 

at El Paso – College 
of Engineering  

UTAH
Southern Utah University 
Weber State University, 

College of Applied Science 
and Technology  

VERMONT
NE FIRST 
FIRST in Vermont, Inc.  

University of Vermont 

VIRGINIA
FIRST Chesapeake  

James Madison University  

WASHINGTON
FIRST Washington    

WEST VIRGINIA
Fairmont State University   

WISCONSIN
BadgerBOTS Robotics 

Corporation   

FIRST Wisconsin  

WYOMING
Natrona County School 

District   

URUGUAY
Plan Ceibal  

VIETNAM
Viet Tinh Anh JSC  

FPT University 

ZIMBABWE 
Tshwane University of 

Technology/FIRST 
South Africa  

*Local Partner Representative
 FIRST LEGO League Explore
 FIRST LEGO League Challenge
 FIRST Tech Challenge
 FIRST Robotics Competition

FIRST Robotics Competition 
Volunteer of the Year Award
Thad House (Pacific Northwest, U.S.)
Woodie Flowers Award
Francisco “Paco” Guerra (Monterrey, Mexico)

FIRST Tech Challenge 
Volunteer of the Year Award
Chris Silvano (Oklahoma, U.S.)
Compass Award
Patrick Mulcah (Minnesota, U.S.)

FIRST LEGO League 
Volunteer of the Year Award
Cameron Schriner (Georgia, U.S.)
Coach/Mentor Awards
Liia Tammes (Vaela küla, Estonia)
Sonja Fick (Oberkochen, Germany)
Daniel Bryant (Utah, U.S.)
Ciou Jyun-Yuan (Taichung, Chinese Taipei)
Sarah Cerra (New Mexico, U.S.)
Leigh Northrup (North Carolina, U.S.)

Charting A Course For The Future  43

https://www.firstinspires.org/about/press-room/50k-celebrate-stem-skills-and-innovation-as-international-youth-robotics-teams-compete-at-first-championship
https://community.firstinspires.org/celebrating-the-2025-first-volunteer-of-the-year-award-recipients


“The impact of FIRST on today’s youth is 
unparalleled. By supporting FIRST and 
helping students prepare for whatever lies 
ahead in their lives and careers, Haas is 
proud to play a vital role in shaping the 
talent and character of tomorrow’s leaders.” 

— Kathy Looman, director of education, Gene Haas Foundation 



FINANCIALS

3%

83%

14%

FUNDRAISING 
COSTS

TEAM SERVICES 
& GROWTH OF 

PROGRAMS

GENERAL & 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

EXPENSES

See Financial Statements, page 46.

FIRST reported an operating surplus for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. This positive result was 
primarily driven by strong interest earnings on cash investments, continued support from our generous 
sponsors, and modest program growth. Similar factors contributed to the surplus in FY2024.
In FY2025, FIRST served 9 percent more youth participants than in the prior year. Consistent with long-
standing practice, we continued to direct the maximum possible share of funds to directly benefit FIRST 
participants. Delivering high-quality programs to as many young people as possible remains our top priority; 
however, economic pressures and inflation have presented ongoing challenges.
To address these challenges, FIRST actively pursued opportunities to manage expenses through disciplined 
cost control, strategic sourcing, and effective cash management — while continuing to benefit from the 
generosity of our sponsors. We also maintained investments in critical initiatives, including our Youth 
Protection Program, Information Technology, Program Evaluation, and Education Initiative.
Looking ahead, FIRST plans to leverage prior-year operating surpluses to support strategic priorities focused 
on expanding the reach and impact of our programs, reducing barriers to participation, and advancing global 
awareness and innovation.
As in past years, support from our contributors remained strong. Thousands of individuals, small 
businesses, corporations, and foundations worldwide sustained or increased their commitments to FIRST. 
Notably, many provided unrestricted donations, giving FIRST the flexibility to manage rising costs and 
address key organizational priorities. This continued generosity enabled us to provide meaningful, life-
changing experiences to hundreds of thousands of youth participants across the globe.

Charity Navigator Four-Star Rating
FIRST has a top-ranked four-star rating from 
Charity Navigator for consistently executing 
its mission in a fiscally responsible way.

Expense Allocation

SOURCE: https://www.charitynavigator.org/ein/222990908
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S TAT E M E N T S  O F  F I N A N C I A L  P O S I T I O N JUNE 30, 2025 JUNE 30, 2024

ASSETS:

 Cash and cash equivalents* $ 13,963,295 19.12% $ 20,280,927 26.32%

 Short-term investments* 9,955,220 13.63% 3,411,598 4.43%

 Long-term investments 33,310,118 45.62% 28,882,408 37.49%

 Pledges, receivables, program supply inventory, and other assets 9,996,555 13.69% 18,952,406 24.60%

 Net property, plant, and equipment 5,796,793 7.94% 5,516,225 7.16%

Total assets, end of year $ 73,021,981 100.00% $ 77,043,564 100.00%

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Total liabilities, end of year $ 7,612,331 $ 8,322,517
Net assets:
 Without restriction 39,451,414 60.31% 36,650,253 53.33%

 With restriction - temporary in nature 25,958,236 39.69% 32,070,794 46.67%

Total net assets, end of year $ 65,409,650  100.00% $ 68,721,047 100.00%

Total liabilities and net assets, end of year $ 73,021,981  $ 77,043,564 

For each of the two fiscal years summarized above, FIRST received unmodified (unqualified) opinions from its independent auditor, BerryDunn.
*NOTE: The cash and investments are comprised of both unrestricted funds and donor temporarily restricted funds. The total liquid assets balance available to FIRST, for operating purposes, at 
June 30, 2025, is equivalent to approximately five months of FIRST operating expenses.
The financial information presented here is condensed and does not include the value of all donated services and materials. Audited Financial Statements (AFS) are readily available on our website at 
firstinspires.org/about/annual-report.

S TAT E M E N T S  O F  A C T I V I T I E S JUNE 30, 2025 JUNE 30, 2024

OPERATING REVENUES AND SUPPORT

Program Revenue $ 36,656,430 41.04% $ 33,711,658 40.12%

Contributions and Grants 12,390,841 13.87% 15,366,461 18.29%

Other income, net of expenses 3,340,964 3.74% 2,625,564 3.12%

Net assets released from restrictions 36,927,824 41.35% 32,325,498 38.47%

Total operating revenues (losses) and support $ 89,316,059  100.00% $ 84,029,181  100.00%

EXPENSES

 FIRST Program Expenses 74,337,123 82.61% 71,663,083 86.07%

 Net cost of building space occupied by unrelated not-for-profit organizations 299,419 0.33% 313,435 0.38%

 General, administrative, and supporting services 12,493,902 13.88%  8,834,845 10.61%

 Fundraising and Development 2,858,176 3.18% 2,447,985 2.94%

Total expenses $  89,988,620  100.00% $ 83,259,348 100.00%

NON-OPERATING REVENUE

Realized and unrealized gains  639,910 18.42%  175,243 7.12%

Interest income  2,833,812 81.58%  2,284,614 92.88%

Changes in Net Assets from Non-Operating Activities  $  3,473,722 100.00%  $  2,459,857 100.00%

 Total Change in Net Assets (Surplus/(Deficit)) 2,801,161 3,229,690 

LEADERSHIP
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
Dean Kamen FOUNDER

President, DEKA Research & Development Corp.
Laurie Leshin, Ph.D. CHAIR

Bren Professor of Geochemistry & Planetary Science,  
California Institute of Technology
Donald Bossi VICE CHAIR

General Partner, Technology Venture Partners
Richard L. Clemmer VICE CHAIR

Chairman, Socratic Ventures, and Former CEO & President,  
NXP Semiconductors
Vincent Wilczynski, Ph.D. TREASURER

Deputy Dean, Yale School of Engineering & Applied Science,  
and James S. Tyler Director of the Center for Engineering 
Innovation & Design
Chris Moore SECRETARY

Chief Executive Officer, FIRST
Ursula Burns
Chairwoman, Teneo Ltd.
Robin N. Coger, Ph.D.
Professor of Engineering, East Carolina University
Karen Horting
Executive Director & CEO, Society of Women Engineers
Matt Rendall
Co-Founder & CEO, OTTO Motors & Clearpath Robotics
Martine Rothblatt
Chairperson, CEO & Founder, United Therapeutics
James Scapa
Co-Founder, Escape Investment Management, and Founder, 
Former Chairman & CEO, Altair
Jayshree Seth
Corporate Scientist & Chief Science Advocate, The 3M Company
David Siegel
Co-Founder & Co-Chairman, Two Sigma, and  
Chairman, Siegel Family Endowment
Melissa Smith, Ph.D.
UX Research Lead, Google
Raj Subramaniam
President, CEO & Director, FedEx Corporation
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L E A D E R S H I P

Robert M. Tuttle
General Partner, 1848 Associates

Emily Van Dunk, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Argosy Foundation 

“Grace” Jinliu Wang, Ph.D.
President, Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI)

Dantaya Williams
Executive Vice President & Chief Human Resources Officer, RTX

General Janet Wolfenbarger
U.S. Air Force, Retired

F I R S T  L E A D E R S H I P  T E A M

Chris Moore
Chief Executive Officer

Chris Rake
Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer

Brooke Blew
Vice President, Marketing & Communications

Janell N. Catlin, Ph.D.
Vice President, Social Impact & Engagement

Pete Diaz
Chief Information Officer

Ron Falcone
Chief Sourcing Officer

Mark Giordono
Vice President, Development & Alumni Relations

Amy Lynn Hunt
Chief People Officer

Danielle Pliska
Chief Financial Officer

Will Saxe
Vice President, Risk Management & General Counsel

Michael Shea
Vice President, Program Delivery

H O N O R A R Y  D I R E C T O R S

John E. Abele FIRST CHAIRMAN: 2002-2010

Founding Chairman, Retired, Boston Scientific Corp.

J.T. Battenberg III
Chairman & CEO, Retired, Delphi Corp.

L. John Doerr III
Chairman, Kleiner Perkins

Walt Havenstein
Chief Executive Officer, Retired, Science Applications 
International Corporation (SAIC)

Gary L. Tooker
Chairman of the Board, Retired, Motorola, Inc.

James R. Utaski FIRST CHAIRMAN: 2000-2002

Corporate Mergers & Acquisitions Officer, Retired,  
Johnson & Johnson

S E N I O R  A D V I S O R S

Shirley Ann Jackson, Ph.D.
President, Retired, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

Steve Sanghi
CEO, President & Chair of the Board of Directors, 
Microchip Technology Inc.

Josh S. Weston
Honorary Chairman, Automatic Data Processing, Inc.

E X E C U T I V E  A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

Woodie Flowers, Ph.D. (1943-2019)

EAB Chair Emeritus & Distinguished Advisor

Kevin Ross CO-CHAIR

Founder, FIRST Washington

Heidi Sipe CO-CHAIR

Superintendent, Umatilla Public Schools

Charlie Ackerman
President, CAC LLC

Ray Almgren
President & CEO, Swift Sensors, Inc.

Gail Alpert
President, FIRST in Michigan

Susie Armstrong
Senior Vice President of Engineering, Qualcomm

Mark Breadner
Co-Founder & Former President, FIRST Canada

William “Kip” Gary
President, Summit Oak Cliff

Greg Hale
Vice President & Chief Safety Officer, Walt Disney Parks 
and Resorts

Jahmy J. Hindman
Senior Vice President & Chief Technology Officer,  
Deere & Company

Kent H. Hughes
Former Public Policy Scholar, Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars

David Lavery
Former Program Executive for Solar System Exploration, NASA

John McEleney
Co-founder, Onshape

Ceci Neumann
Independent Law Practice Professional

Cate Prescott
Chief People Officer & Executive Vice President, Verra Mobility

Nancy Quan
Executive Vice President & Chief Technical Officer,  
The Coca-Cola Company
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FIRST® IS THE WORLD’S LEADING 
ROBOTICS COMMUNITY PREPARING 
YOUNG PEOPLE FOR THE FUTURE.

FIRST,® the FIRST® logo, FIRST® Robotics Competition, FIRST® Tech Challenge, Coopertition,® Gracious Professionalism,® More Than Robots,® INTO THE DEEP,SM REEFSCAPE,SM and FIRST® DIVESM are trademarks of For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST). LEGO® is a trademark of the LEGO Group. FIRST® LEGO® League and SUBMERGEDSM are jointly held trademarks of FIRST and the LEGO Group. All other trademarks are the 
property of their respective owners. ©2025 FIRST. Fl125

Founded by inventor Dean Kamen in 1989, FIRST is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, headquartered in Manchester, New Hampshire.
200 Bedford Street, Manchester, NH 03101 | 800.871.8326 | www.firstinspires.org

MISSION
To provide life-changing robotics programs 

that give young people the skills, confidence, 
and resilience to build a better world.

PURPOSE
FIRST exists to prepare the young people of 

today for the world of tomorrow.

VISION
To transform our culture by creating a world where science 

and technology are celebrated and where young people 
dream of becoming science and technology leaders.

CORE VALUES
Discovery 

We explore new 
skills and ideas.

Innovation 
We use creativity 
and persistence 

to solve problems.

Impact 
We apply what we 
learn to improve 

our world.

Inclusion 
We respect each 

other and embrace 
our differences.

Teamwork 
We are stronger 
when we work 

together.

Fun 
We enjoy and 

celebrate what 
we do!
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